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WVALS 36th Annual Convention 

February 26th-28th 
Charleston House Holiday Inn 

Charleston, West Virginia 

West Virginia  
Surveyors 
Attend the  
unveiling 

of the Lincoln  
statue in Illinois 

 

Top picture; Lee and Rick 
Casteel standing with the 
Abe Lincoln surveyor 
statue .  
 
Bottom picture; List of Gold 
Compass Donors WVALS  
is listed in the first column 
fourth name from the top. 

See article on Page 7 



Articles 
All articles, letters, reports and contributions 
are accepted and will be considered for 
publication regardless of the author’s affiliation 
with WVALS. We can accept manuscript or 
articles via email at wvals@mountain.net, fax at 
304-364-5653, or on a 3.5 disk. The office uses 
Microsoft word. All articles should be mailed to: 
WVALS Editor, P.O. Box 868, Elkins, WV  
26241. Telephone 304-339-2125.  

Advertising 
If you would like to place your advertisement 
for help wanted or have equipment that you 
would like to sell, contact the state office for 
pricing.  

Deadline Dates 
The first of February, May, August, and 
November. 

Editorial Materials 
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 The official publication of the West Vir-
ginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc.! Pub-
lished quarterly, our newsletter reaches all 
members of WVALS and once a year reaches 
all West Virginia licensed surveyors! 
 Contact WVALS Office, by phone at 
304-364-5621, by fax at 304-364-5653 or by 
email at wvals@mountain.net. 
 
Size  Max.Dim  Per Issue 
Full Page 7.5” x10”   $180.00  
Half Page 7.5” x5”   $100.00 
Half Page 3.5” x10”   $100.00 
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 T h a n k s 
again for the op-
portunity to ad-
dress the mem-
bership. I hope 
that these com-
ments have 
been an encour-
agement to you 
this past year 
and that we en-
ter this new year 
full of excitement 
and anticipation 
regarding our 
profession. As 
this is the last 

time for me to address the Association in this man-
ner before my term expires, I must state that it has 
been a distinct and unique privilege to serve you this 
past year. I will admit that there were things that I 
would have liked to have done that I couldn’t, such 
as visit a meeting of each chapter. But, schedules 
today seem to take a life of their own leaving us re-
acting to pressures of each day.  
 One of most important on-going items left 
unfinished at the time of this letter is our legislation. 
As you all know, there is no cookbook recipe on how 
to accomplish what needs to be done concerning 
legislation. There are so many factors and personali-
ties involved that is difficult to know  at times if what 
you are doing is really the right thing. This is why it is 
important to get the comments back from you, the 
Association body, at these times. There is wisdom in 
a multitude of counselors. And I appreciate all those 
who expend the effort to assist not only me, but the 
Legislative Committee with John Green as its chair.  
 I just received the convention invitations few 
days ago. Don Teter has once again done an excel-
lent job in steering the Convention Committee. The 
Convention Committee as a whole deserves recog-
nition for donating their time throughout the year to 
plan the convention. One of the most progressive 
decisions of the Association was to create the Con-
vention Committee rather than leaving it as the re-
sponsibility of the President Elect. As the size of the 
convention has grown, the task outgrew the capabili-
ties of one person to organize. Please join us in 
Charleston February 26-28, 2004 to renew friend-
ships, make new ones and keep up with our ever 
changing profession.                                      
               continued 

 Since this is my last chance to address the 
Association in this format, I wish to express my 
thanks to Melisa Cutlip, our Executive Secretary, for 
her work and support this past year.                              
if you haven’t given it any thought, please know that 
she keeps things going when no one else is looking 
or cares. Without her help, the year would not have 
been enjoyable or successful.  
 I also want to express my thanks to our 
President for next year, David Jackson. David has 
been a confidant and advisor throughout the year 
and I have grown to appreciate his insight and opin-
ions. I know that the Association will be in more ca-
pable hands next year than this and hope all of us 
endeavor to give David the support he needs and 
deserves in 2004.  
 Again, thanks and we’ll see you in February 
at the 2004 Convention.  
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Editor’s Letter                      by Don Teter,  PS 

I©ve gotten 
some reac-
tion to my 
editorial in 
the last issue 
of the West 
Virginia Sur-
veyor, in 
which I rec-
ommended 
grudging ac-
ceptance of 
the new li-
censing and 
Certificate of 
Authorization 

fees.  Of course, any positions expressed in my 
column are based on my own opinion, and do 
not necessarily reflect the positions of all 
WVALS officers and members.  In the spirit of a 
free exchange of ideas, this issue includes a let-
ter sent to the Board of Examiners by Charles 
R. Sypolt.  I am happy to print his comments. 
 In the same vein, the Mountain Regional 
Chapter©s Freedom to Choose article was 
printed not as an endorsement of the idea, but 
to stimulate discussion.  They got some feed-
back, and at the October meeting the Board of 
Directors approved a motion for the WVALS 
president to send a letter to the Board of Exam-
iners in support of the Mountain Regional Chap-
ter©s position. 
 The free expression and discussion of a 
diversity of opinions is a healthy thing for an or-
ganization such as ours.  It is sometimes possi-
ble for silence on issues to masquerade as 
agreement, which can eventually lead to erup-
tions of resentment.  Sometimes honest discus-
sion and new ideas could help lead to better re-
sults.  
 As Editor, I am willing to print expres-
sions of opinion from any of our members, and 
maybe even from some non-members, on sur-
veying issues.  I just ask that they deal profes-
sionally with the issues involved.  Name-calling 
or  character  assassination   have  no  place  in  
                                                                    continued 

professional discussions.  One of the positive 
changes I have noticed among surveyors over 
the last few decades is an increase in our ability 
to disagree professionally and without personal 
rancor.  We need your input, so send in your 
opinions and don©t be afraid to disagree with 
me.  I©ve changed my mind before, and maybe 
someone else will too.   

October 16, 2003 
 
Mr. Gregory A. Smith, Chairman 
West Virginia State Board of 
 Examiners of Land Surveyors 
Post Office Box 390 
Flatwoods, West Virginia  26621-0390 
 
Dear Mr. Smith: 
 It is not often in today’s world that I have 
the opportunity to write a letter of this nature. 
We are so intent on finding the negatives today, 
its imperative we recognize the positives in ser-
vice when they occur.  
 A couple of weeks ago, Marilee Bright 
contacted me concerning the continuing educa-
tion credits I was listing on my renewal applica-
tion; immediately two thoughts crossed my 
mind. First, I was in disbelief that a registration 
board representative would actually telephone a 
member; and secondly, the amount of genuine 
concern she projected on the phone.  
 Another item that stuck in my mind was a 
comment she made that she and the Chairman 
discussed my continuing education credits and 
that is what perpetuated that telephone call. 
Who has ever heard of a professional registra-
tion board chairman discussing anything with, or 
about, a specific member?  
 Because of this telephone call, the issue 
was resolved to both parties satisfaction in a 
manner of minutes versus weeks or months of 
sending letters back and forth.  
 I want to commend Ms. Bright on not only 
her willingness to pick up a phone and talk to a 
member, but on her wonderful personality and 
professionalism. She is an asset to your board 
and I can only hope that we find more Individu-
als like her to serve on our professional boards.                   
                         continued 

Letters  
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als like her to serve on our professional boards.                   

I would only hope you recognize her and make 
this letter a part of her permanent record.  
 Being registered in eight states, I have 
the opportunity (or necessity) to observe many 
professional licensing boards, and I am proof 
that West Virginia is far above any boards I am 
involved with in availability, professionalism and 
service. I know in today’s world of governmental 
cutback and reduced budgets; it is extremely 
hard to maintain staff and morale while at the 
same time servicing your constituents. I realized 
you are trying to do more with less and that’s 
what makes your Board special. You are getting 
it done.  
 I also would like to commend you, for tak-
ing the time to discuss my issue with Ms. Bright. 
Again, this shows professionalism and a dedica-
tion to service that is rare today.  
 Thank you for making the West Virginia 
State Board of Examiners of Land Surveyors, 
the type of agency that licensees believe in.  
 
Very truly yours,  
PHOTO SCIENCE, INC. 
 
 
Nickolas R. Fusco, PLS 
General Manager 
(West Virginia Land Surveyor License #726) 

This letter dated July 29, 2003, was sent by 
Charles R. Sypolt to the Board of Examiners of 
Land Surveyors, and is reprinted with his per-
mission. 
 
Proposed Changes in Series 1 Rules 
 I think that two of the three proposed rule 
changes as set forth in the letter sent by the 
Board of Examiners of Land Surveyors in my 
renewal notice are good ones.  I do not think 
that the one exemption for firms of 3 people or 
less effective January 1, 2004 would be a good 
change for the following reasons. 
 1.  The certificate of authorization was 
"sold" as an enforcement tool so that the Board 
could determine who was under the direct su-
pervision of what licensed professional.  It now 
is included with a letter concerned with financial 
problems.  What other surrounding states other 
than  Ohio  has  this   requirement?  Why should  
            continued 

licensees who have paid the price in education 
and/or experience and a renewal fee on their 
license pay another additional fee to practice a 
"profession". 
 2.  It appears that the Board had an in-
crease in receipts from $66,156.72 in fiscal 
years 2001 to $144,727.58 in fiscal year 2002.  
This may calculate as a 216% increase.  I wish 
my revenues in anything would increase by this 
amount.  They have now changed the license 
renewal fee from $50 to $80.  The renewal costs 
for the surrounding states are as follows:  Vir-
ginia - $80, Kentucky - $75,  Ohio - $16,  Penn-
sylvania - $12.50 per year or $25 per two years.  
One can ask why are we paying this relative 
high fee? 
 3.  The Board offers seminars in ethics 
and standards which are required for licensure.  
Is this a conflict of interest?  The revenues help 
to support the expenses for the board and 
should reduce the renewal fees and eliminate 
the need for any certificate.  The Board has ad-
ditional costs attributed to monitoring continuing 
education, but this should be reduced in future 
years as everyone knows what is expected and 
licensees attend more relevant courses. 
 4.  Perhaps the retired status for survey-
ors should be set at 65 or at least tied to the 
current sliding age of retirement and not set at 
62. 
 5.  Many of the expired licenses were 
dated as 6-30-2002 and some of these may re-
new this year. 
 6.  The Board has been very active and 
built a good question bank for the West Virginia 
portion of the licensing examination.  Most of 
the cost of setting up this bank and the consult-
ants should be eliminated by this time.  This 
does not add revenue but it does lessen ex-
penses. 
 7.  The Board and the Investigation Com-
mittee have worked diligently to reduce the 
backlog of complaints.  Mr. Marshall Robinson 
has been a strong leader in this important strug-
gle.  Hopefully this activity of the Board can be-
come less as the offenders quit, die, or get tired 
of paying for investigations in which they are 
found guilty of incompetence or negligence in 
doing their duty.  Items 6 and 7 are primary du-
ties   of   the  Board   and  they   have  done   an  
          continued on next page  
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outstanding job in these areas. 
 This Board has been very active and this 
costs a lot of money.  They have employed an 
excellent staff.  "Every man is a debtor to his 
profession".  The question is how much debt 
can the practitioner stand?  The Association 
dues have increased for the last several years 
because we did not have the foresight to realize 
the financial impact of continuing education on 
the association.  The national organization dues 
keep going up.  We are required to attend con-
tinuing education courses which is a good thing, 
but we lose money by not being able to work 
during that time, and in many cases we have to 
pay registration, travel, meal, and lodging ex-
penses for these activities.  In a time when the 
economy is not good, the State is reducing 
budgets, and my retirement has taken a big hit 
thanks to corporate thieves is not a good time to 
ask for increases in funding. 
 Let me say that currently the COA pro-
posal will not directly affect me in a business, so 
I "have no ax to grind" in this discussion.  I do 
think that the Board needs to look at its reve-
nues and expenses carefully and do some plan-
ning.  It is always easy to ask for more money, 
but more difficult to cut expenses.  In dealing 
with my wife and our personal finances, the lat-
ter usually wins out. 
 I now object that the changes were filed 
the first of July and the information was typed 
on the 18th and I received the official notice on 
the 25th.  When all comments were to be filed 
by the 31st and this is the busiest time of the 
year for surveyors, do you think this is good no-
tice?  I certainly do not think so.  I realize the 
Board is trying to make positive changes, but 
the profession does not need these changes 
without proper input.   

Letters                                   continued 

Membership Renewals 
Are Payable by  

January, 31, 2004 
 

If you have not received your renewal, please 
contact the WVALS office.  

NCEES Acts To Enhance Examination 
Security  

(Press Release, 8/27/2003, Clemson, SC 

 Beginning with the April 2004 examination 
administration, the National Council of Examin-
ers for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) will 
begin strictly enforcing materials that are allowed 
in examination rooms.  Calculators with commu-
nication or text editing capabilities will be banned 
from all NCEES exam sites.  These include, but 
are not limited to, the following models: 
—Hewlett Packard, HP 48 GX (communicating 
and text editing) 
—Hewlett Packard, HP 49G (text editing) 
—Texas Instruments, TI-83 Plus and TI83 Plus 
Silver Edition (text editing) 
—Texas Instruments, TI-89 (text editing) 
—Texas Instruments, TI 92 and Voyage 200 
(text editing and QWERTY keypad) 
 NCEES Exam Policy 15 prohibits devices 
or materials that might compromise the security 
of the examination or examination process.  It 
has been determined that certain models of cal-
culators might have been previously allowed in 
NCEES examination sites that provide communi-
cation capability through the use of infrared tech-
nology or through the use of cards that enable 
communication via radio transmission.  In many 
cases, these models may also afford a text edit-
ing capability that enables the user to enter and 
store information in the calculator©s memory. 
 For further information please contact 
Jerry Carter at 1-864-654-6824 or visit the 
NCEES Web site at www.ncees.org. 
 The National Council of Examiners for En-
gineering and Surveying (NCEES) is a national 
non-profit organization composed of engineering 
and land surveying licensing boards representing 
all U.S. states and territories.  NCEES provides 
leadership in the promotion and promulgation of 
regulatory processes for engineering and land 
surveying which demonstrate high standards of 
knowledge, competence, professional develop-
ment, and ethics.  NCEES also provides services 
to Member Boards that promote uniform licens-
ing procedures that emphasize quality education, 
examination, experience, and continuing profes-
sional competency. 
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Lincoln Surveyor Statue Unveiling 
By Robert E. Church, IPLSA Executive Director 

 A new statue depicting Abraham Lincoln 
as a surveyor was unveiled in central Illinois Oc-
tober fourth.  
  The bronze statue, titled "Abraham Lin-
coln Deputy County Surveyor," was commis-
sioned by the Illinois Professional Land Survey-
ors Association (IPLSA) to honor Lincoln’s work 
as a surveyor while living in New Salem, Illinois 
a small village about 20 miles North of Spring-
field, Illinois. 
  Lincoln arrived at New Salem at the age 
of 22, and while in New Salem the untrained 
Lincoln tried many jobs, including surveying. 
     Upon learning of this newcomer’s hon-
esty and intelligence, the county surveyor, a De-
mocrat, asked him to become the deputy county 
surveyor. Lincoln, a member of the Whig Party, 
took the position on the condition that his politi-
cal views and activities would not be hindered in 
any way. He performed about 30 surveys and 
laid out five towns while holding the position 
from 1833 to 1837. After leaving New Salem 
and becoming an attorney in Springfield, Lincoln 
argued cases before the court that set case law 
regarding surveying which is still used today.  
  "The purpose of the statue is to let the 
public know that Lincoln was a surveyor and in 
turn let people become aware of the surveying 
profession," says IPLSA Executive Director 
Robert E. Church, who spearheaded the pro-
ject. "We feel surveying was an important part of 
Lincoln’s early life and helped him develop as a 
statesman."  Only one year after Lincoln began 
working as a surveyor, villagers elected him to 
the Illinois House of Representatives.  
  The statue shows a 25-year-old Lincoln 
peering through a Rittenhouse surveyor’s com-
pass on a Jacob’s staff. The leather patches on 
his pants hint at the sometimes rough, muddy 
conditions in which Lincoln surveyed. The 
statue is set in the middle of a 26-foot diameter 
concrete base made to look like a compass 
face.  
  New Salem has been reconstructed to 
look like it did during Lincoln’s time there and is 
now an Illinois historic site. The statue is located 
at its entrance.                      Continued on page 21 

 Glenville State College is pleased to an-
nounce that a baccalaureate degree in Natural 
Resource Management has been approved by 
the Higher Education Policy commission and 
will be the only Bachelor of Science of this type 
in West Virginia.  The degree will be offered 
through the Division of Arts and Science, and 
the college will be able to enroll students in this 
degree program immediately. 
 The degree has been developed with a 
professional natural resource management core 
and concentrations of:  Applied Science, Busi-
ness Management, Environmental Science, For-
est Technology, Land Surveying Technology 
and Landman Technology.  Other natural re-
source management concentrations could be 
developed later as needed.  Graduates will be 
qualified for a large number of career opportuni-
ties with federal government agencies such as 
the U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of Land 
Management, and the Environmental Protection 
Agency.  At the state level, graduates will qualify 
for job opportunities with the Department of 
Natural Resources, the Department of Environ-
mental Protection and others.  The new degree 
program will also prepare graduates for a wide 
range of opportunities with private industry and 
public utilities. 
 Considerable emphasis will be placed on 
the Global Positioning System (GPS) and Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS), as gradu-
ates will need to be technologically proficient in 
these rapidly expanding fields. 
 Glenville State College currently offers 
exemplary associate degree programs in For-
estry and Land Surveying Technology.  Ed Graf-
ton, Professor of Forest Technology, believes 
this program has long been needed and will pro-
vide a smooth transition for associate degree 
graduates in existing programs, as well as envi-
ronmental and other natural resource technol-
ogy fields, to complete the baccalaureate de-
gree in two additional years.  Professor Rick Sy-
polt explains that this will allow land surveying 
students in West Virginia to obtain two degrees 
in four years and provide an excellent educa-
tional path toward licensure. 

Natural Resource Management Degree 
Approved for Glenville State College 
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Convention 2004 Information 
 

Purpose 
The West Virginia Convention 2004 presents practical ideas and techniques for immediate applica-
tion to working situations, promotes discussion of mutual surveying and geographic information sys-
tems problems and provides an opportunity for updating knowledge in these areas. 
 
Who Should Attend 
The Convention is designed for surveyors, engineers and other involved in boundary, control, topog-
raphic, engineering, route, and construction surveying, as well as for individuals involved in cartogra-
phy, photogrammetry, land and geographic-information systems, and computer–aided design and 
drafting.  
 
Accommodations 
Participants are responsible for their own housing arrangements. A block of room has been reserved 
for WVALS at the Charleston House Holiday Inn for conference participants. Room rates will be $69. 
Please mention that you are with the WVALS Convention when making your reservation. Reser-
vations may be made by calling 304-344-4092. 
 
Fee and Registration 
Full registration fee covers Thursday Lunch, Thursday Dinner, Friday Lunch, Friday Banquet, Satur-
day Breakfast and Saturday Lunch and all breaks. A late fee is added to all registrations postmarked 
after February 18, 2004. The registration fee may be paid by check, money order or credit card (Visa 
or MasterCard). To register for the convention, complete the registration form and return to WVALS, 
603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624. Your receipt for registration will be mailed or placed in your 
information packet at registration. Feel free to make as many copies of the registration form as you 
wish.  
 
Exhibits 
Representatives from various equipment suppliers will be present to answer questions and to dem-
onstrate their equipments. Through these exhibits, attendees can learn about new techniques and 
technology in the field. Please plan on stopping in at the Exhibit Hall.  
 
Antique Equipment Display 
There will be an antique surveying instrument display organized and manned by the West Virginia 
Affiliate of the Surveyors Historical Society. If you have any old or antique equipment for display, 
please bring it with you when you register.  
 
Spouse Program 
Plan to attend, relax and enjoy yourself. The Auxiliary is planning a fun filled program. Friday morn-
ing will be their annual business meeting, with the ever so popular white elephant sale on Friday af-
ternoon. Don’t forget to bring your wrapped gift to be auctioned to the highest bidder.  
 
Refunds and Cancellations 
Refunds of the full convention fee will be made for cancellations received in writing before February 
18, 2004 after that, the individual or organization will be held responsible for the fee. Anyone who is 
registered but cannot attend may send a substitute. The WVALS may cancel or postpone any 
course or activity because of insufficient enrollment or unforeseen circumstances.  
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Get Your Maps Ready For The 
WVALS 36th Annual Convention 

Map Contest 
 

 2004 Best Map Rules 

Deadline-January 16, 2004 
 
 

1. Only members of WVALS may submit maps. 
  
2. The land must be within West Virginia. 
  
3. Maps must have been produced between last year’s convention and this year’s convention. Dates 
must be shown on each map. Deep mine maps must have had surveying done within the same pe-
riod to qualify. 
  
4. The name of the surveyor/company must be concealed on the face of each map. Please 
check all notes on the map for compliance. DO NOT put your name on the back of the map. The of-
fice will be putting labels on the maps after they have been judged. 
  
5. Each entrant will be limited to one map in each of the following categories:  City Lot; Well Loca-
tion; Rural Boundary; Deep Mine; Surface Mine; Topography; ALTA/ACSM (You may call the office 
for guidelines for ALTA); Subdivision (5 or more lots). 
  
6. The same map may not be used in more than one category. 
  
7. Maps must be clearly marked to indicate in which category the entry is to be judged. 
 
 8. All entries may be blue line, black line, or colored un-mounted prints and can have a maximum 
size of 24 by 36 inches. Only Deep Mine maps may be larger if needed to include all required infor-
mation. 
  
9. Entries will be judged on creativity, completeness, legibility, and presentation by use of Map Judg-
ing Forms. 
  
10. Awards will be presented for first, second, and third place winners in each category. 
  
11. There will be an $8.00 entry fee for each map entered. Make checks payable to WVALS Con-
vention and memo check “Map Contest”. Mail 2 copies for your entry to WVALS 603 Iowa Street, 
Gassaway, WV  26624 no later than January 16, 2004. 
  
12. Old and interesting maps may be displayed at the convention. There will be no entry fee or 
awards for this category. Please indicate who is providing the map. 
  
13. All entries (except old and interesting maps) become the property of WVALS upon completion of 
the contest. 
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WVALS 36th Annual Convention 
February 26-28, 2004 

Charleston House Holiday Inn, Charleston, WV  
Map Contest Entry Form 

Plat Contest Deadline is January 16, 2003 
 
  

 Name_________________________________________________________________ 
  
Business_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 Address________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City___________________________________ State__________ Zip_______________ 
 
 Phone_________________________________ 

 
  
  

 $8.00 Entry fee per category 
 Check map category 

 
                __ City Lot      __ Topography 
                __ Well Location      __ ALTA/ACSM 
                __ Rural Boundary      __ Subdivision 
                __ Deep Mine       __ Miscellaneous 
                __ Surface Mine    

 
  
 
 
 

Each First place winner shall receive a plaque and ribbon; Second and Third place winner shall receive ribbon only.  
 
 
  
 
 
 

  
Make Checks Payable to WVALS Convention 
Visa or MasterCard Excepted 
Credit Card Number __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ CCV# __ __ __  
Expiration Date __ __/__ __    Amount$_________________ 
 
 Signature______________________________________________________________ 
 
  
  
  
Mail entries to 
West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors 
603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624 
Phone: 304-364-5621 Fax: 304-364-5653  Email: wvals@mountain.net Web:  www.wvals.org 
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West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc. 
36th Annual Convention—February 26-28, 2004 
Charleston House Holiday Inn, Charleston WV 

 

 SURVEYING-Not Just For Boundaries Anymore 
 Tentative Program 

 
 Wednesday, February 25 

7:00 p.m.  Exhibitors Registration          
8:00-9:00 p.m.  Board of Directors Meeting                

  
Thursday, February 26 

7:30 a.m.  Registration Open              
  Exhibit Hall Open                  
 
 9:00 a.m.  Seminar: Basic Information for Exam Review           (3PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Rick Witte, PS         

Topics that will be covered are calculation of declination and secular change, Partition of Land, Horizontal curve 
calculations, Vertical curve calculations. Problems are based “Exam Review” material and situations encountered by 
the instructor.  
 

 8:30 a.m.  Opening Ceremonies – President Lantz Rankin      
  Invocation 
  Welcome 

Keynote speakers-West Virginia Board of Examiners of Land Surveyors 
 

 10:15-10:30 a.m.  Basic Information for Exam Review Seminar Break   Visit Exhibit Hall 
 

 10:30 a.m. Opening Ceremonies Break        
 

 10:45 a.m.  General Membership Meeting 
 
 12:00 p.m.  End of Meeting 
  Exhibit Hall Closed 
 
 12:00 p.m.  Luncheon   Awards:  Map Contest Winners    
  
1:30 p.m. Seminar: West Virginia Boundary Law Exam Review          (4PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Rick Sypolt, PS 
  Topics that may be covered are Astronomy, Boundary Law which will include:  West Virginia Code; Rules and 
  Regulations; Sample Boundary Law Examinations; Surveys Along Rights of Ways and Streams; and Miscellaneous 
  Topics suggested by the participants. 
       
1:30 p.m. Seminar:  Using CORS              (4PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Donald Mulcare 
  This half-day workshop designed for persons who use Global Positioning System (GPS) data for post-processing 
  applications. The National CORS system comprises a network of more than 200 sites, each containing a geodetic-
  quality GPS receiver whose data are made freely available via the Internet. Topics include a description of CORS
  information and its various applications (positioning, GIS development, remote sensing, etc.), how to access CORS 
  information, and how to use publicly available utilities for processing GPS data. 
 
 1:30 p.m.  Seminar:  Thinking Beyond Technology            (4PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Dennis Mouland 
  This half-day session examines problems that have evolved from a new generation of surveyors that rely heavily on 
  technology, coordinates, and “cookbook” solutions.  Simple conflicts in both boundary and construction surveys can 
  create difficulties for the surveyor who lacks foundational knowledge of the tasks at hand.  A group discussion will 
  include observations of the problem, impact on productivity and efficiency, as well as possible solutions.  This is a 

  really challenging and dynamic group discussion. 
   
  Exhibit Hall Open  
2:45-3:00 p.m.  West Virginia Boundary Law Exam Review Seminar Break   Visit Exhibit Hall 
 
 3:00-3:15 p.m.  Using CORS Seminar Break      Visit Exhibit Hall  
 
3:15-3:30 p.m. Thinking Beyond Technology Seminar Break    Visit Exhibit Hall 
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  5:30 p.m.  End of Seminars 
  Exhibit Hall Closed 
 
 5:30 p.m.  Social Hour held in Exhibit Hall --- Meet the West Virginia Legislators 
 
 6:00 p.m.  Exhibitors Dinner           
 
 7:30 p.m.  County Surveyors Meeting          
 8:30 p.m.  Surveyors Historical Society Meeting                       
 
 8:30 p.m.  Hospitality Suite Open          
  Hosted by  
 

 Friday, February 27 
7:30 a.m.  Registration Open              
  Exhibit Hall Open           
  Past President’s Breakfast  (Past Presidents Only)      
 
 8:00 a.m.  Seminar:  Boundary Research in West Virginia and Research Analysis        (4PDH’s) 

 Speaker:  Don Teter, PS 
 Why do research? How far back do you go? Information sources. Doing the research. Analyzing and applying the 

  research. An outline and overview, with copies of examples. The course is intended to be comprehensive enough to 
  offer guidance to junior personnel, while still offering some different ideas to those with more experience.  

 
 9:00 a.m.  Seminar:  Preparing Ahead for Safety            (3PDH’s) 

 Speaker:  John Keeling, PS 
 This seminar is provided to inform and prepare surveyors for safety issues that may rise while working in the field. 

  Planning and preparing safety is a crucial aspect of work. Injuries and illnesses that occur on the job not only affect 
  the individual(s) but also affect the company’s performance. “Planning Ahead for Safety” will provide guidance on 
  how to recognize  and perform tasks safely though the graphic presentation and real life experiences.    

   
8:00 a.m. Seminar:  Charm School              (4PDH’s) 

 Speaker:  Dennis Mouland 
A very humorous guided tour through the essential items of being a professional surveyor.  Topics include public 

 speaking, decorum, spelling and English, appearance, client crisis management, and personnel management.  This 
 course is not the “cure-all” for your problems; it’s just a fun look at the things we all can do to improve ourselves and 
 our profession. 

 
 10:00-10:15 a.m.  Boundary Research in WV and Research Analysis Seminar Break   Visit Exhibit Hall 
 
 10:15-10:30 a.m. Preparing Ahead for Safety Seminar Break    Visit Exhibit Hall  
 
 10:30-10:45 a.m. Charm School Seminar Break      Visit Exhibit Hall 
 
 12:00 p.m.  End of Seminars 
  Exhibit Hall Closed 
 
 12:00 p.m.  Luncheon   Speakers:  Out of State Guests      
 
 1:00 p.m.  Seminar:  To Accept or Not to Accept            (4PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Dennis Mouland 
  The fundamental reason surveyors are in a regulated profession is because of one specific decision we make each 
  time we  do a boundary survey.....what to do with the lack or over-abundance of corner evidence.  A fast-moving full 
  day course on the most difficult question in the profession.  Covers statutory, administrative, and case law on the 
  subject.  Audience participation is encouraged to help create a "checklist" of issues to be considered.  Several real-
  world scenarios are discussed in de tail.  
 
1:00 p.m.  Seminar:  Adjoiner Relations for Surveyors           (4PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Don Teter, PS 
  
1:00 p.m. Seminar:   Positioning Accuracy Standards           (4PDH’s) 
  Speaker:   Donald Mulcare 
  Topics of discussion will be new accuracy standards for survey point data developed by the Federal Geodetic Con
  trol Subcommittee (FGCS), and point spatial data by the Federal Geographic Data Committee. The workshop ex
  plains the current FGCS accuracy standards, describes the new FGCS accuracy standards, and explains how NGS 
  will classify and publish future survey data.  
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   Exhibit Hall Open                  
2:45-3:00 p.m. To Accept or Not to Accept Seminar Break    Visit Exhibit Hall  
 
3:00-3:15 p.m. Adjoiner Relations for Surveyors Seminar Break    Visit Exhibit Hall 
 
3:15-3:30 p.m. Positioning Accuracy Standards Seminar Break    Visit Exhibit Hall 
 
5:00 p.m.  End of Seminars 
 
5:30 p.m.  Social Hour held in Exhibit Hall                
  WVALS Auxiliary Raffle 
 
6:30 p.m. Exhibit Hall Closed 
 
6:30 p.m.  Annual Awards Banquet                 
  Awards: WVALS 10,15,20,25,30 and 35 Year Membership Recognition 
    Chapter of the Year 
    Board of Directors Recognition 
    Surveyor of the Year 
    Installation of Officers 
    Meritorious Awards 
    WV State Board of Examiners of Land Surveyors and Presentation of Licensure Certificates 
    Presentation from WVALS to New licensee  
 
9:00 p.m.  Hospitality Suite Open                        
  Hosted by  
 

 Saturday, February 28 
8:00 a.m.  Prayer Breakfast   Speaker:  Charles Tenney, PS 
 
8:30 a.m.  Registration Open          
 
9:00 a.m.  Seminar:  Minimum Standards for Surveyors           (3PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Don Teter, PS 
  Why have Minimum Standards? Do the Standards cover it all? Discussion of the contents of the stan
  dards. Applying the standards. Checklists for plats and descriptions.  
 
9:00 a.m. Seminar:  Basic Math              (3PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Rick Witte, PS 
  Topics that will be covered are calculation of azimuths and bearings from field measurements, Calculations of coor
  dinates by latitudes and departures, Traverse adjustments, Calculation of indirect measurements, and Calculation of 
  area.  
10:15-10:30 a.m. Minimum Standards for Surveyors Seminar Break  
  
10:30-10:45 a.m. Basic Math Seminar Break            
 
12:00 p.m. End of Seminars 
 
12:00 p.m.  Luncheon  Speaker:  NSPS Governor 
1:00 p.m. Seminar:  Situational Ethics for Surveyors           (4PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Dave Ingram 
  Topics of discussion will be several focus areas during the seminar that will involve many different aspects of the 
  surveyors practice. These areas of discussion will include professional practice; business practices; client relations; 
  and personnel relations. All will be examined from different directions of imposition and degrees of importance.  
 
1:00 p.m.  Seminar:  Basic Instrument Care             (4PDH’s) 
  Speaker:  Romey Casto      
  Lecture on care and maintenance of instruments, instrument check and adjustments, EDM theory. Hands on checks 
  and calibration of survey instruments.  
 
2:15-2:30 p.m. Situational Ethics for Surveyors Seminar Break  
  
2:30-2:45 p.m. Basic Instrument Care Seminar Break 
 
5:00 p.m.  End of Seminars 
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WVALS 36th Annual Convention  
February 26-28, 2004 

Charleston House Holiday Inn, Charleston, WV 
Registration Form 

 

 Name_________________________________________________________ 
 
 Badge Name__________________________________ Spouse Badge Name____________________________________ 
                              (if attending) 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City______________________________________________ State______________ Zip____________________________ 
 
 Phone (Home)_____________________________________(Office)_____________________________________________ 
 
Full Registration (Includes admission to all events, seminar handouts, breaks, all meals & exhibits) 
Non-Members who send an application and money for membership will receive Member fees. 
Members of any other State surveying association can receive the member rate by enclosing a copy of their current 
membership card.   

Fees before 2/18/04     Fees after 2/18/04 
_____ Member $255.00    _____ Member $280.00 
_____ Non-Member $325.00    _____ Non-Member $335.00  
 
 _____ Spouse Registration $ 125.00   _____ Spouse Registration $125.00 
_____ Student Registration $ 100.00   _____ Student Registration $100.00  
 

 One Day Registration (Includes admission to seminar, handouts, meals, breaks & exhibits for the day) If you do not 
wish to attend the evening meals please feel free to deduct $30.00 from your one day registration.  

 Fees before 2/18/04     Fees after 2/18/04 
_____ Thursday Member $140.00   _____ Thursday Member $165.00 
_____  Thursday Non-Member $195.00   _____ Thursday Non-Member $220.00 
 
 _____ Friday Member $ 165.00   _____ Friday Member $190.00 
_____ Friday Non-Member $ 220.00   _____ Friday Non-Member $245.00 
 
 _____ Saturday Member $ 80.00   _____ Saturday Member $130.00 
_____ Saturday Non-Member $ 110.00   _____ Saturday Non-Member $160.00 
 

 Please indicate which seminars and meals you plan to attend (see tentative program for seminar descriptions). 
Thursday Seminars      Saturday Seminars   

 __ Basic Information for Exam Review-morning session  __Minimum Standards for Surveyors-morning
 __ West Virginia Boundary Law Exam Review-afternoon session __Basic Math-morning session 

__ Using CORS-afternoon session    __Situational Ethics for Surveyors-afternoon 
__Thinking Beyond Technology-afternoon session  __Basic Instrument Care-afternoon session 
Friday Seminars        Meals 
__ Boundary Research in WV and Research Analysis-morning session  __Thursday Lunch  
__ Preparing Ahead for Safety-morning session     __ Thursday Dinner 
__Charm School-morning session      __ Friday Lunch 
__To Accept or Not to Accept-afternoon session     __ Friday Banquet 
__Adjoiner Relations for Surveyors-afternoon session    __ Saturday Breakfast    
__Positioning Accuracy Standards-afternoon session    __ Saturday Lunch 

 

Refunds for the full convention fee will be made for cancellations made in writing before February 19, 2003.  
Make Checks Payable to WVALS Convention 
Visa or MasterCard Excepted 
Card Holder Name________________________________________________ 
 

Credit Card Number__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  CCV#__ __ __  
Expiration Date __ __/__ __    Amount $_______________ 

 

 Signature_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc.  
603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624 

Phone: 304-364-5621 Fax: 304-364-5653 Email: wvals@mountain.net Web: www.wvals.org 

(Office Use Only) 
 

Date_________________ 
 

Check#______________ 
 

Amount______________ 
 

Authorization # 
____________________ 
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 West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors 
603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624 

Telephone:  304-364-5621 Fax:  304-364-5653 
Email:  wvals@mountain.net Web:  www.wvals.org 

 
Application for Membership 

Please type or print                   __New __Renewal 
 
Name_____________________________ ____________________________________ ________________
 (last)      (first)     (middle) 
(Check the preferred mailing address for receiving all WVALS publications) 
 
__Address_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City___________________________________ State___________ Zip________________ County_________________ 
 
Telephone: Home_________________ Office__________________ Fax_______________ Email__________________ 
 
Employed by_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__Address_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________ State____________ Zip________________ County_________________ 
 
Occupation______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Spouse________________________________ Date and Place of 
Birth_______________________________________ 
 
Engaged in: __Private practice;__ Industry;__ Public Utility;__ Education;__ Retired;__ Agency of Government:Municipal 
__ County;__ State;__ Federal;__ Other (Describe)_______________________________________________________ 
 
Education: Years completed  ______High School; _______College; ______Other 
      Diplomas, certificates or degrees____________________________________________________________ 
      Name of School__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Experience in occupational field of interest 
 Number of years: _____ Sub-professional; _____Pre-professional; _____Professional; ______Total.  
 
Professional Registration-Give state and registry number: 
 State_______ Land Surveyor____________ Engineer____________ 
 State_______ Land Surveyor____________ Engineer____________ 
 State_______ Land Surveyor____________ Engineer____________ 
 
Membership Applied For: 
__Class A-Licensed Member: Annual Dues $120.00 
     Any person who is licensed to practice surveying in the state of West Virginia.  
__Class C-Associate Member: Annual Dues $30.00 
     Any person with an associative interest in the profession of surveying and mapping, such as party chief, draftsman, transitman, rodman, 
      photogrammetrists, professionally qualified in mathematical, physical or applied sciences or engineering sciences. 
__Class D-Student Member: Annual Dues $10.00 
     Any person pursuing a course of study on a full-time basis leading to a career in the profession of surveying and/or mapping. 
__Class E-Individual Affiliate: Annual Dues $20.00 
     Members of other allied professions or occupations such as lawyers, real estate brokers and engineers who might no otherwise qualify for 
      membership. 
__Class F-Institutional Affiliate: Annual Dues $25.00 
     Professional or Technical organizations with interest kindred to the Associations, such as law firms, land surveying firms, or engineering firms. 
__Class G-Sustaining Member: Annual Dues $150.00 
     Any Commercial or professional institution or individual interested or engaged in surveying and mapping, manufacture of instruments or 
     equipments for this work, or reproducing or compiling maps.  
__ Class O-Correspondence Member: Annual Dues $15.00 
     Any person living out of the state of West Virginia may become a Correspondence Member. This member will only receive the “West Virginia 
      Surveyor” newsletter and will have no noting privileges.   
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“Every Man Is a Debtor to His Profession” 
Affiliate-American Congress on Surveying and Mapping 

 
Are you aware of a WVALS Chapter in you Area?_______________________________ 
 
Please list Membership in various organizations: ____ACSM _____NSPS ______ Other__________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Membership in WVALS=Continuing Education   
 
 

Describe the kind and amount of your survey experience that you believe qualified you for the class of membership 
applied for. Use an extra sheet of paper if necessary. _____________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you are a Professional Surveyor or Professional Engineer, make your seal imprint on this application. I, the 
undersigned, do hereby certify that the statements made by me in this application are true and correct, and agree that, if 
admitted to membership in the West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc., I will abide by its Constitution and By-
Laws, Professional Code of Ethics and the West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc. Policy on Professional 
Advertising as long as I am a member of WVALS. I further agree that I will uphold the Association’s principles and 
promote its objectives.  
 
 
 
Date_________________________ Signature___________________________________               Make seal imprint here 
 
 
Enclose check or money order payable to WVALS, 603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624 
NOTE:  Inclusion of appropriate dues payment will expedite processing of application. Membership runs from January 
1st to January 1st. Members admitted after July 31 shall pay dues prorated at the rate of 1/12 the annual fee for each full 
month remaining in the year.  
 
 
Visa or MasterCard 
Credit Card Number  � � � �  � � � �  � � � �  � � � �   ccv#� � �  
 

Expiration Date � � /� �            Total $ � � � .� �  
  
Signature___________________________________________ 
 

APPPLICANT SHOULD NOT USE SPACE BELOW 
Date mailed _________________________________________  Amount received with application _________________ 
 
Date received at WVALS Office _________________________  Source of payment ____________________________ 
 
Action ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Accepted by _________________________________________ 
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 The Auxiliary of the West Virginia Associa-
tion of Land Surveyors is asking you to join.  We 
also encourage you to support the auxiliary.  The 
dues are only $5.00 per year.  These dues are pri-
marily used to fund our Scholarship Awards. 
 By getting involved in the auxiliary you will 
help to further the profession of surveying.  Please 
send us your check today payable to the WVALS 
Auxiliary and mail to Lisa Booth, 850 Fourth Street, 
New Martinsville, WV 26155, along with the com-
pleted form at the bottom of this note. 

 

Name_________________________________ 
 

Address________________________________ 
 

______________________________________ 
 

Phone_________________________________ 
 

E-mail_________________________________ 

Ladies Auxiliary Convention 2004 

Ladies,  
 The West Virginia Association of Land Sur-
veyors Auxiliary has been reactivated. We are invit-
ing you to join, and help the auxiliary be all that it 
can be. The dues are only $5.00 a year, which will 
be collected at our annual business meeting at the 
convention. We will be having a white elephant sale 
on Friday February 27, 2004 during the convention 
the money raised from it and the auxiliary dues will 
go towards the scholarship fund. We invite you to 
the WVALS Convention to be held February 26-28, 
2004, at the Charleston House Holiday Inn, in 
Charleston, West Virginia. We will be attending ac-
tivities such as touring the Governors Mansion, The 
Culture Center, and the Capitol, all free of additional 
charge. We will have a bus shuttle from the hotel to 
take us to these places. For those who like to shop, 
the Town Center Mall is within walking distance from 
the hotel. On Thursday, we will be eating lunch at 
the Olive Garden Restaurant, the ladies have really 
enjoyed it the past couple of years.  
 We are asking for some help this year with 
our raffle tables. We will need someone to work it 
Thursday evening, Friday morning and some Friday 
afternoon.  
 We are looking forward to seeing some old 
friends and hopefully seeing some new ones. Come, 
relax and have some fun with us! Let’s work together 
to make this a new beginning of a great auxiliary.  
 
Hope to see you there,  
Roberta Moyers, President 
Norma Roberts, Vice-President 

Richard diPretoro: A Soaring Wonder 
Falls to Earth 
By Loren Coleman  

 

Richard DiPretoro, a West Virginia Land Sur-
veyor was killed recently in a plane crash. Here 
is an article I ran across honoring him-David Sy-
polt.  

 The Father’s Day skydiving plane crash 
in Pennsylvania had four fatalities. One was 
Richard S. diPretoro, recently of Pittsburg, but 
formerly of Morgantown, West Virginia. Dr. Cyril 
Wecht, famed for his JFK assassination 
thoughts, is conducting the medical examination 
on this case. Richard diPretoro identified him-
self, in his emails, as a “Landman, Geologist, 
Surveyor & Pilot” and was a registered profes-
sional geologist in West Virginia, Kentucky and 
Pennsylvania. He was known to the media as 
an environmental activist (see http://
www.wvgazette.com/stat ic/series/t imber/
REGULATE.htm.) having headed Living For-
ests, a project of the West Virginia Highlands 
Conservancy which was formed in 1967 to pre-
serve the natural beauty of the West Virginia 
Highlands; it is the state’s oldest environmental 
advocacy organization. The WVHC has been 
instrumental in creation of the Monongahela Na-
tional Forest Wilderness areas and in prevent-
ing the destruction of Canaan Valley.  

 Richard diPretoro’s links include his sup-
port and photography of the release of owls and 
hawks from the Three Rivers Avian Center, a 
West Virginia animal shelter for injured and en-
dangered wild birds, raptor rehabilitation, and 
raptor environmental education programs. In a 
minor coincidence, the exact site of the Sunday 
plane crash was a mere eight miles from the lo-
cation of witness Mike Felice’s sighting of a 
Thunderbird in early September 2001, an event 
which has been compared with West Virginia’s 
Mothman cases from 1966-1967.  

Loren Coleman 
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Tree Name Guide 

 This is the eleventh installment of a guide to the botanical and common names of many West 
Virginia trees and shrubs.  The basic material for this guide was provided by the Forestry 
Department of Glenville State College, but it has been rearranged into alphabetical order by 
common name.  Surveyors often encounter unusual or archaic tree names when researching old 
records, so it can be important to know what species those old names actually referred to. 
 I have added a few names based upon my own research and experience.  I invite anyone 
with additional common names for any of these species to write in and let us add them to the list.  
After the entire list is published here, we will make complete copies available for sale through the 
Association office. 
 

COMMON NAME   BOTANICAL NAME  OTHER COMMON NAMES 
Table mountain pine  Pinus pungens   Prickly pine 
 

Tamarack    Larix laricina    Larch 
 

Tangle-legs    Viburnum alnifolium   Hobblebush 
 

Texas sarsaparilla   Menispermum canadense  Canada moonseed 
 

Thickbark hickory   Carya laciniosa   Shellbark hickory 
 

Thornapple    Crataegus spp   Hawthorn 
 

Thorny acacia, Thorny locust 
      Three-thorned acacia, 
      Three-thorned locust  Gleditsia triacanthos  Honey locust 
 

Thunderwood   Rhus vernix    Poison sumac 
 

Tisswood    Halesia carolina   Silverbell 
 

Toothache tree   Aralia spinosa   Hercules-club 
 

Toothache tree   Xanthoxylum americanum  Prickly ash 
 

Torch pine    Pinus rigida    Pitch pine 
 

Tree-of-heaven   Ailanthus altissima   Ailanthus 
 

Trembling aspen   Populus tremuloides  Quaking aspen 
 

Tuliptree, Tulip poplar  Liriodendron tulipifera  Yellow poplar 
 

Tupelo    Nyssa sylvatica   Black gum 
 

Turkey oak    Quercus ilicifolia   Scrub oak 
 

Umbrella dogwood   Cornus alternifolia   Alternate-leaved dogwood 
 

Umbrella magnolia, 
       Umbrella tree   Magnolia tripetala   Elkwood 
 

Upland willow   Salix humilis    Prairie willow 
 

Velvet sumac   Rhus typhina    Staghorn sumac 
 

Virginia creeper   Parthenocissus quinquefolia Woodbine 
 

Virginia dogwood   Cornus florida   Flowering dogwood 
 

Virginia juniper   Juniperus virginiana   Eastern red cedar 
 

Virginia maple   Platanus occidentalis  Sycamore 
 

Virginia pine    Pinus virginiana   Scrub pine 
 

Virginia sumac   Rhus typhina    Staghorn sumac 
 

Vinegar-tree    Rhus typhina    Staghorn sumac 
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Surveyors Rendezvous 2003 
By Don Teter 

 On September 18-20, 2003, members of 
the Surveyors Historical Society and other inter-
ested surveyors went "Back To School" at the Kel-
logg Center on the campus of Michigan State Uni-
versity in East Lansing.  We took a look at a sur-
veying course taught at what was then Michigan 
Agrigultural College (now Michigan State) in 1895, 
with particular emphasis on the exercises in the 
field book of Squad No. 6.  Keith Widder gave us 
an overview of school life for the 1895 students.  
Research had revealed a surprising amount of 
biographical information on each of the students in 
that squad, which added an interesting human 
element to the discussions. 
 Both Friday and Saturday mornings were 
filled with classroom sessions, including explana-
tions by David Ingram about the Solar Compass, 
as developed by surveyor William Austin Burt, 
who had struggled with the use of magnetic com-
passes on Public Land System surveys in the iron 
ore country.  In 1840, Burt triangulated over four 
miles across the Straits of Mackinac to carry the 
Michigan Meridian from the lower portion of Michi-
gan to the Upper Peninsula.  Michigan surveyor 
Jack N. Owens gave an informative presentation 
on that survey. 
 We also heard about the evolution of sur-
veying education from Robert Burtch, and Steve 
Vallier gave an informative overview of the survey-
ing of Indian treaty boundaries and their relation-
ships with the public land system.  A survey reen-
actors forum provided an opportunity to share 
ideas about how to capture the public©s imagina-
tion. 
 The groups rotated around on Friday and 
Saturday afternoons, with field exercises on the 
MSU campus and downtown.  On campus, tran-
sits and tapes were used to make indirect meas-
urements between buildings, and R.J. Landini led 
work groups in demonstrations of the use of the 
plane table and alidade with Beaman Arc for to-
pographic mapping.  
 Other afternoon activities included a visit to 
the State Capitol grounds for a demonstration of  
the  use of  the  solar compass at  one of two 
“Meridian stones," which were set in 1875 to pro-
vide geodetic control for the Michigan Geological 
Survey and the topographic mapping which was                   
                                continued 

then in progress in the southern portion of the 
Lower Peninsula.  These "Mystery Stones" have 
intrigued Capitol visitors for years, and many out-
landish theories have been put forth to explain 
their existence.  As is so often the case, a little 
research in the right place provided the true his-
tory of the stones. Participants also visited the Mu-
seum of Surveying, which is just a short and 
pleasant walk from the State Capitol.  When I vis-
ited on Saturday, we parked at the museum and 
walked over to the Capitol.  Downtown Lansing 
was busy that day, with a classic car show on a 
few blocked off streets, and a heavily attended 
biker©s rights rally on the Capitol steps (lots of 
leather and bandannas). 
 The Museum is well worth a visit, with the 
institution©s directors striving to make it truly a na-
tional museum of surveying.  The extensive col-
lection of surveying instruments and artifacts is 
quite impressive, and the building itself is intrigu-
ing.  The museum is  embarking on a fund raising 
campaign to finance an ambitious expansion pro-
ject, and the West Virginia Association of Land 
Surveyors has already made a contribution toward 
the project.  There will be more about this fund 
raising effort in future issues of this newsletter, 
and I encourage all surveyors to become involved. 
 The Rendezvous concluded on Sunday 
evening with the usual fine meal, followed by an-
other successful fund-raising auction.  Although 
attendance at this year©s event was somewhat 
lower than last year©s Rendezvous at Gettysburg, 
those in attendance found the event to be well-
worth the time spent.  We will be looking forward 
to seeing a big turnout at the Rendezvous next 
July in Missouri. 

 

Museum of Surveying in Lansing, Michigan  
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 It was unveiled during an elaborate cere-
mony attended by hundreds of people, including 
IPLSA members and their families; surveyors 
from Michigan, Wisconsin, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Missouri and West Virginia; local dignitaries; and 
many visitors to the historic site.   
  "We were amazed at the number of peo-
ple who came to the unveiling," says Church, 
who presided over the ceremony. 
 To learn more about the Lincoln Statue 
Project, visit the IPLSA’s Web site at: 
www.iplsa.org.  

Lincoln Surveyor Statue Unveiling 
By Robert E. Church, IPLSA Executive Director 

Continued from page 7 

Inside the Museum of Surveying 

Solar Compass Demonstration  
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The Ole Sirvayer Sez 
By The Heelbelly Ropestrechur 

 Did ya effer notice how us sirvayer fellers is 
sposed ter alser sumetimes be whitch doktors, 
speshially iffen we wurks out in tha kountree?  Effen 
on simpul everday jobs, we©s got ter figger out 
whitchen wun uf the siveral chestnut stumps his tha 
rite wun, an whitchen side uf tha ridge thet tha an-
chient sirvayirs wuz on.  Hat least tha anchyunt sir-
vayar fellers had weighs ter gif us sum klues bout 
whar ta go, though ya gots ta wunder whut kine uf 
liquit refrashmunt whar sumtimes serfed hat lunch. 
 When we gots ter do our rele whitch doctorin 
his when we©s got ta figger out wun uf them old 
homemaid deskripshuns.  Say sumewuns grate-
grandpappy gived a leetle peace uv tha homestede 
ta thar grate-unkel Fred, then Fred neffur wuz rite 
aftur he kum back frum tha Big War, hand he didn©t 
talk much ta nobody aftur thet, speshyully iffen they 
wuz fambly ur nayburs, then his offsprunguns dun 
skattered ta tha winds, hand now wun uf his way 
down deedcendants, whut hain©t neffer bin no klosur 
ta tha place then Honeylulu, has decided thet it 
wood be a goot place fer a huntin lodge an wants 
you to sirvey it out fer them. 
 Then ya looks at tha 90 year old deedscrip-
tion an it runs sumpin like "Beginin at a buggy axel 
jist below tha old hog trouf, thenct up tha hill passed 
tha new chikin house to a little rock on tha side uf 
tha hill, thenct round thet side an onter tha udder 
wun ta a big rock, thenct from thar down along whar 
ole Junyur Smiff used ter have a brush fence till ya 
comes out ta tha old rode, thenct with tha old rode 
an tha knew rode back ter tha beginin." 
 I reckon we©s sposed ter go inter our leetle 
sirvayin voodoo chant, ur do a leetle sirvayin mistery 
korner dance, hand jist divine out whut all thet me-
nes.  Thet kin be mitey hard ta do rite on tha spot or 
promptfullike.   
 We does, howsomever, haf a chant we kin 
use:  "Git hall tha fackts, an be keerful wit yer ax".  
Whut thet menes his make shur ya gots all tha infur-
mashion, hand don©t be too quik ter jump ter konk-
lushions and start markin lines. 
 We got©s a leetle dance we kin alser go inter.  
Thet©s tha wun whar tha sirvayer feller hand a halper 
ur two skratches there haids and looks at paypurs, 
goes walkin rount in cirkles kickin hat leef piles and 
lookin hat rocks and wavin round the majic yaller 
wand whut squalls when hit finds arn.  And iffen us 
sirvayer fellers uses tha chant an tha dance keerful 
like, we mite be pertecked frum big trubles. 
  

New Members 
WVALS would like to welcome the following 
new members: 
Class A 
Robert A. Kitzmiller, PS 
Pascal DiMagno, PS 
Class C 
Mark S. Crissman, PS 
Class D 
Brian Gainer 

 

 

               Recruit A New  
          Member  

           For WVALS! 
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Central Chapter 
(Nicholas Co., Braxton Co., Webster Co., Clay 

Co. and Gilmer Co. ) 
 

The Central Chapter meets the first Tues-
day of each month at Larry’s Steak & Buf-
fet. The Central Chapter is working on the 
project of monumenting the center of 
population. 
  

Eastern Panhandle Chapter 
(Jefferson Co., Berkeley Co., and Morgan 

Co.) 
 

The Eastern Panhandle Chapter meets the 
third Tuesday of each month at the Peking 
Restaurant. The chapter adjourned for the 
summer concluding the May 20, 2003 
meeting.    

Elkins Chapter 
(Randolph Co., Tucker Co., Pocahontas Co., 

and 1/2 Barbour Co.) 
 

The Elkins Chapter meets on the fourth 
Monday of every month at the Elkins-
Randolph County Court House Annex. The 
meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  

 

Greater Kanawha Valley Chapter 
(Kanawha County) 

 

 The Greater Kanawha Valley chapter holds 
regular meetings every second Thursday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at the Char House restaurant 
located just south of Charleston on Corridor G at 
South Ridge Centre. 
Feel free to contact us at: 
John L. Green 204 Monroe Street, South 
Charleston, WV 25303 Ph. 304-541-6690 
jgreen164@msn.com or Richard Henline Route 
10, Box 122-2, Charleston, WV 25312 Ph. 304-
744-2041 wvsurveyor@earth1.net 
 

Little Kanawha Chapter 
(Jackson Co., Wirt Co., Wood Co., Ritchie Co.,  
Pleasants Co., Tyler Co., Wetzel Co., and Mar-

shall Co. ) 
 

The Little Kanawha Chapter meets the 
second Thursday of each month at the 
Jimmy Columbo’s Restaurant in Parkers-
burg. 

Mt. Regional Chapter 
(Monongalia Co., Preston Co. , 1/2 Taylor Co.,  

Garrett Co. MD, Fayette Co. PA, Green Co. PA) 
 

The Mt. Regional Chapter holds its regular 
meetings on the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Ponderosa Steak House 
located in Sabraton. 
 

Southern Chapter 
(Mercer Co., Summers Co., Wyoming Co., Fay-

ette Co.,  
Monroe Co., McDowell Co., and Raleigh Co.) 

 

The Southern chapter meets the second 
Thursday of each month at Black Knight 
Country Club at 7pm in Beckley. 
 

Western River Valley Chapter 
(Cabell Co., Mason Co., Putnam Co., Lincoln 

Co., and Wayne Co.) 
 

The Western River Valley Chapter holds 
its regular meetings on the last Thursday 
of each month. The meetings are at 6:30 
pm and are held at the US Rt. 60 Ponder-
osa in Huntington. 

West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors 
Raffle tickets are being sold for the prizes listed below. The drawing 
will be held at the WVALS 36th Annual Convention on February 26-

28, 2004. To purchase a ticket please contact any of the Chapter 
Representatives or Melisa Cutlip at (304) 364-5621  or 

wvals@mountain.net 



WEST VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF LAND SURVEYORS, INC. 
603 IOWA STREET, GASSAWAY, WV  26624 

(304) 364-5621 OR FAX (304) 364-5653 
Email: wvals@mountain.net       Web: www.wvals.org 

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT-LANTZ RANKIN, PS, RT. 2 BOX 187, TURTLE CREEK, WV  25203                         (304)855-2300 
PRESIDENT-ELECT-DAVID JACKSON, PS, 577 SUMMER SCHOOL RD., MORGANTOWN, WV 26508 (304)623-5851 
VICE PRESIDENT-LEON MALLOW, PS, RT 1 BOX 117, MONTROSE, WV  26283                                   (304)636-7278 
SECRETARY-TREASURER-MELISA CUTLIP, PO BOX 17, COWEN, WV  26206              (304)364-5621 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
VIC MOYERS, PS, HC 36 BOX 33, CEDARVILLE, WV  26611                  (304)462-5634 

STATE DIRECTORS 
JESSE CANFIELD, PS, 30 W. KNOTTS AVE., GRAFTON, WV  26354                 (304)265-5173 
RANDALL MYERS, PS, RD 1 BOX 11, MARKLEYSBURG, PA  15459                 (724)329-4994 
GALTJO GEERTSEMA, PS, 1225 W KING ST., MARTINSBURG, WV  25401                (304)267-6172 
MARK SHAMBLIN, PS, 7612 HUGHART DR., SISSONVILLE, WV  25320                (304)340-2012 
JEFF STEPHENS, PS, 1038 6TH AVE., HUNTINGTON, WV  25708                 (304)522-0811 
ALLAN WITSCHI, PS, 103 JENNIFER LANE, BRIDGEPORT, WV  26330    (304)291-1264 
  

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES 
CENTRAL-PAT ROBERTS, PS, 2030 HEROLD ROAD, SUTTON, WV  26601              (304) 765-7190 
CLARKSBURG-PHIL TAYLOR, PS, RT 6 BOX 125 CLARKSBURG, WV  26301              (304) 622-8468 
EASTERN PANHANDLE-KIRK NORTON, PS, 375 SUDLEY LANE, MARTINSBURG, WV  25401           (304) 754-8644 
ELKINS-DALE BENNETT, PS, 11 GREEN STREET, BUCKHANNON, WV  26201             (304) 456-4089 
GREATER KANAWHA-DAVID KING, PS, P.O. BOX 1116, DANVILLE, WV  25053             (304) 369-5880 
GSC-RICK SYPOLT, PS, 200 HIGH STREET, GLENVILLE, WV  26351               (304) 462-7361 
LITTLE KANAWHA-NELSON DOUGLASS, PS, 4819 ROSEMAR DR, PARKERSBURG, WV  26102       (304) 428-5715 
MOUNTAIN REGIONAL-DAVID SYPOLT, PS, P.O. BOX 389, KINGWOOD, WV  26537             (304) 329-2325 
POTOMAC VALLEY-DAVID JOPLING, PS, HC 68 BOX 15B, OLD FIELDS, WV  26845             (304) 538-2705 
SOUTHERN-ROY SHEWSBURY, PS, 119 APPLACHIAN DR, BECKLEY, WV  25801                              (304) 255-5296 
WESTERN RIVER VALLEY-MATT STROGEN, PS, P.O. BOX 1062, WAYNE, WV  25570            (304) 522-0811  
 
NSPS GOVERNOR-KIRK NORTON, PS, 375 SUDLEY LANE, MARTINSBURG, WV  25401                    (304) 754-8644 
EDITOR-DON TETER, PS, HC 86 BOX 32,MONTERVILLE, WV  26282                                                    (304) 339-2125 
LEGISLATIVE-JOHN L. GREEN, PS 204 MONROE ST., S. CHARLESTON, WV  25303              (304) 757-0888 
BD/EXAMINERS LIAISON- 
DAVID JACKSON, PS, 577 SUMMER SCHOOL RD., MORGANTOWN, WV 26508                                   (304) 623-5851 

BOARD MEETINGS 
All meetings of the WVALS Board of Directors are open to the general membership. Meetings are held the third Saturday 
of each quarter. For place and time, contact the WVALS office.  
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