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At the Surveyors Historical Society Rendezvous, setting the new crownstone.  Left to Right with 
shovels are Jay Mullin, Paul Flick, P.S. and Kirk Norton, P.S. The people in back to the left in 
costume are Maryland Society of Surveyors secretary Robert Banzhoff, Jr. and his wife T.J.  
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            Greetings and the best holiday wishes to all.  May the Spirit of the 
Season bring the best for you and your families throughout the Holidays and 
the upcoming New Year. 
            As we begin this another new year, there is much work ahead of us.  
One item discussed in recent Board of Directors meetings is the need to 
update certain sections of our  Constitution and By-laws.   A review of our 
current Constitution and By-laws is now underway by the Elkins Chapter.  
Hopefully we will soon have an updated version to present to you, the 
membership for consideration. 
            Another exciting project in the works for this year is the Workshop/
Seminar in cooperation with the West Virginia Geological Survey to determine 
if Spruce Knob is actually the highest point in the State.  Apparently a precise 
measurement has never been made and a few feet difference is all that 
separates Spruce Knob and Bald Knob a few miles away.  The plan is to 
make this determination with GPS utilizing control stations from the recently 
updated Federal Base Network (FBN) which many of us worked on. 
            In case some of you are not aware there was a huge project 
completed within the last couple of  years in cooperation with the National 
Geodetic Survey to expand the control network across West Virginia.  Thanks 
to the hard work and organization by David Sypolt, many WVALS members, 
surveyors from the Department of Highways and Students from the Glenville 
State College surveying program, this was a very successful project to 
establish many new control stations and/or provide more accurate coordinates 
for some existing horizontal and vertical control points across the state.  With 
the increasing number of surveyors using GPS and the trend to have most 
new projects based on State Plane coordinates the results of this work is 
benefiting both the Government and private sector.  Data sheets containing 
station descriptions and coordinate values are now available on-line. 
            Regarding our legislative efforts, there appear to be some questions in 
the Joint Committee on Government Organization Subcommittee C which is 
dealing with reviewing and preparing a new draft of Article 30 Section 13A,  
the portion of West Virginia Code governing our profession.  They have many 
questions about our proposed legislation and do not feel that it is a good idea 
to propose new legislation this year until all their questions have been 
adequately addressed.  We are anxious to hear the update of recent meetings 
from John Green, our Legislative Chairman.  Stay in touch with your local 
Chapter, Chapter representatives, Directors and Officers to let your voice be 
heard regarding the potential changes in the law which affects us all.  
            Again, Happy New Year and hope to see you all at the upcoming 
Convention in Charleston at the end of  February. 

          Co-sponsor WVALS was well-represented at the Surveyor©s 
Rendezvous held October 17-20, 2002 at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  The 
program included every living Mason-Dixon line expert in this country, and we 
even imported one from England.  The crownstone setting ceremony was a 
great success, as can be seen from the crowds in the photos. 
            Being just a few miles away from the Gettysburg Battlefield, your 
Editor couldn©t resist spending a day tromping over it and getting a few 
pictures there too.  Many of those who fell on both sides of this battle were 
from the areas which had become West Virginia just a few weeks earlier. 

Rendezvous 02’                                                         by Don Teter, PS 
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Editor’s Letter                           by Don Teter,  PS 

           Mandatory Continuing Education is now 
upon us, and the West Virginia Association of 
Land Surveyors wants to be in the forefront of 
providing quality continuing education to our 
members and other licensees.  Part of that effort 
will be seen again at our Annual Convention 
(February 27-March 1, in Charleston) which will 
again have approximately triple the number of 
seminars offered just a few years ago at our 
meetings. 
           In this issue you will see an 
announcement of "HOW HIGH©S THE 
MOUNTAIN, MAMA?", which will offer GPS 
education next June 13 and 14. 
           Closer to hand than either of the above is 
the Tree and Wood Identification Seminar being 
jointly sponsored by WVALS and the Board of 
Examiners of Land Surveyors, offering 7 PDH©s 
at Glenville on January 10, 2003. 
           Although it©s not sponsored by WVALS, 
long-time active member Rick Sypolt can 
provide information about a GIS course during 
the spring semester at Glenville, with an option 
to take the course for 30 PDH. 
           Other things are in the works, and we 
plan to continue offering a broad range of useful 
Continuing Education opportunities.  With the 
help of our members and chapters, our 
Association can lead the way.  After all, 
continuing education (mandatory or not) and 
upgrading the skills of members of the 
Surveying profession lies right at the heart of 
the reasons this organization was founded back 
in 1968. 

Picture on left-Sitting on the West Virginia 
Cavalry monument as dusk nears along the 
west side of Taneytown road.  

Picture above-The Virginia Memorial on 
Seminary Ridge. Many of the men this 
monument honors were actually from what is 
now West Virginia 

Picture above-Statue of the Union Army’s Chief 
Engineer, Brigadier General Gouverneur K. 
Warren, on the rocks on Little Round Top where 
the General stood and discerned the pivotal 
importance of this position.  
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Rendez-vous 2002 On The Mason-Dixon Line 
Text by Randall R. Myers, PLS; Photos by Don Teter, PS 

John Wayne with one of Milton 
Denny’s wayweisers,  used to 
measure distance on some old 
surveys. Rick Casteel stands in 
the background.  

Getting distances 
with Milton Denny’s 
r e p r o d u c t i o n 
measuring frame, 
modeled after those 
used in colonial days 
by the Philadelphia 
R e g u l a t o r s  o n 
official surveys.  

Picture at right-(From left) Kirk 
Norton, Paul Flick, John 
Wayne, Randall Myers, and 
Don Teter with the wagon 
carrying the crownstone, roped 
in and ready to roll to the 
ceremony.  

             The National Surveyors Historical Society (of which we have a State Chapter) held its Sixth Annual Rendez-
Vous at the Eisenhower Conference Center near Gettysburg, PA on October 17-20, 2002, in conjunction with the 
Maryland Society of Surveyors (MSS) Fall Conference. Attendance at last count was around 375, with most from the 
surrounding area, but several traveling hundreds of miles to attend. One fellow was in the hospital, checked himself out, 
and chartered a plane to be there. Now that’s commitment!! Chas Langelan, MSS President and organizing chairman, 
did an excellent job of making it all happen, along with help from several MD, PA & WVA surveyors, and no less than six 
survey organizations co-sponsoring the event.  
             As always, Milt Denny, Duane Weiss, Wayne Twigg and others dressed in ‘period clothing’ and ran several 
antique survey measuring techniques and field events. ‘Guest Speakers’ included Edwin Danson, a British surveyor with 
over 35 years experience and he wrote a book “Drawing the Line” on Mason & Dixon and other map makers in the 18th 
Century. William Ecenbarger discussed the other history of the Mason-Dixon line and wrote a book “Walkin’ the Line”. 
And if you haven’t seen Norman Brown (Santa Claus) portray “old surveyors” at our rendez-vous, you really missed out.  
             As always, Milt Denny made replicas of several Colonial measuring devices, and instructed us on their use. 
Todd Babcock and Willhelm Schmidt, PA Surveyors, discussed other facts on the Mason/Dixon Survey and on the books 
written on the ‘Line’.  
             Charlie Bitler, Robert Mentzer and Ralph Donnelly also participated by presenting papers on their research of 
the Line; the reason for the survey; tangent offsets from the ‘baseline’ and how they were set, and why Mason & Dixon 
became involved in the first place. We had the “Cream of the Crop” of the Mason/Dixon researchers and historians at 
this event; and Silvio Bedini attended and signed his books; Roger Nathan discussed the “other” Mason Dixon line along 
Delaware, originally the lower 3 counties of Pennsylvania.  
             Several people got together early on Thursday and went searching for the ’Star Gazer Campsites’. None were 
found, but all had a great time.  
             The “surveyors antique roadshow” was fashioned after the ’roadshow’ on P.B.S.. Several surveyors brought their 
equipment to have appraised, while others had a surveyors swap meet set up. Old survey books, maps, transits, steel 
tapes and chains, and some equipment this author did not recognize. Several pieces of paper were exchanged for some 
of the historic tools of past surveyors. 
             The highlight of the Rendez-vous was the field installation of the Replica 75th Crownstone, a crownstone was 
originally placed every 5th mile that had the crest of Maryland (Lord Calvert) on the one side and William Penn’s Crest 
on the other. This ceremony had as many local residents in attendance as surveyors. The period correct re-enactment of 
horses, wagon and triple tree were used to set the stone (+500 pounds) on Saturday and went off without and a hitch, 
even though it had rained heavily that morning. Mud did not keep anyone away. The photos show some of the events, 
participants, and some of you may recognize some of our WVALS members.  
             I could write a 20 page book on the event and what was transpiring during the 3 days, but space limits me.  
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Above picture-The driver and his team approach the 
crowd with the crownstone. The wagon is adorned 
with the state flags of Maryland and Pennsylvania.  

Lowering the stone into place. The wagon driver did an 
impressive job of getting his team to back the wagon into 
place so the stone could be lifted out with the timber tripod, 
and lowered into place with a wooden block and tackle. An 
impressive crowd, with included seminar participants and a 
large turn-out of local residents, looks on.   

Survey re-enactors with the stone and timber tripod. 
Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors President 
Dennis Sheehan (left) and WVALS representative, past-
President and Editor Don Teter (right) shake hands after 
each has signed and sealed the re-certified Mason-Dixon 
map, while Milton Denny of Alabama (center) affixed his 
signature.  

Rendezvous organizer, Maryland’s Chas Langelan, 
stands on the speaker’s wagon. Standing below him, 
Edwin Danson, a resident of England and a Chartered 
Surveyor of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
and a Fellow of the Institution of Civil Engineering 
Surveyors, prepares to read the statement sent with him 
by British Prime Minister Tony Blair.  

In the Confederate positions at Devil’s Den, gazing at 
the Union position on Little Round Top.  
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WVALS 35th Annual Convention  
                                               February 27-March 1, 2003 

Charleston House Holiday Inn, Charleston, WV 
Registration Form 

Educating For A More Competent Profession 
 
Name_____________________________________________________ 
 
Badge Name________________________________ Spouse Badge Name____________________________________ 
                                                                                                                (if attending) 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City___________________________________________ State______________ Zip____________________________ 
 
Phone (Home)___________________________________(Office)_____________________________________________ 
Full Registration (Includes admission to all events, seminar handouts, breaks, all meals & exhibits) 
Non-Members who send an application and money for membership will receive Member fees.  
               Fees before 2/19/03                                                                                 Fees after 2/19/03 
_____    Member  $250.00                                                                        _____     Member $275.00 
_____    Non-Member $300.00                                                                 _____     Non-Member $325.00 
_____    Neighboring State Societies $ 250.00                                         _____     Neighboring State Societies $275.00 
 
_____    Spouse Registration $ 125.00                                                     _____     Spouse Registration $ 125.00 
_____    Student Registration $ 100.00                                                     _____     Student Registration $ 100.00  
One Day Registration (Includes admission to seminar, handouts, meals, breaks & exhibits for the day) If you do not wish to attend 
the evening meals please feel free to deduct $25.00 from your one day registration.  
              Fees before 2/19/03                                                                                  Fees after 2/19/03 
_____    Thursday Member $ 135.00                                                        _____     Thursday Member $160.00 
_____    Thursday Non-Member $185.00                                                 _____     Thursday Non-Member $210.00 
_____    Thursday Neighboring State Societies $135.00                          _____     Thursday Neighboring State Societies $160.00 
 
_____    Friday Member $ 160.00                                                             _____     Friday Member $ 185.00 
_____    Friday Non-Member $ 210.00                                                     _____     Friday Non-Member $ 235.00 
_____    Friday Neighboring State Societies $ 160.00                              _____     Friday Neighboring State Societies $185.00 
 
_____    Saturday Member $ 75.00                                                           _____     Saturday Member $ 125.00 
_____    Saturday Non-Member $100.00                                                  _____     Saturday Non-Member $ 150.00 
Please indicate which seminars and meals you plan to attend. 
Thursday Seminars                                                                                 Saturday Seminars                                                      
__ Basic Information for Exam Review (morning)                                     __ Basic Survey and Instrument Care (all day)              
__ West Virginia Boundary Law Exam Review (afternoon)                       __ Surveyor Competency (morning) 
__ New Airborne Mapping Tools and                                                        __  Preparing Ahead for Safety (morning) 
              Product Development Techniques (afternoon)                            __ Boundary Research in WV and Research Analysis   
__ Running and Improving a Survey Business (afternoon)                                                                                                     (afternoon)
Friday Seminars                                                                                       Meals 
__ Situational Ethics for Surveyors (morning)                                            __Thursday Lunch              
__ Managing a More Successful Surveying Business (morning)               __ Thursday Dinner 
__ Floodplain Management (morning)                                                       __ Friday Lunch 
__ Early Surveying Techniques and the                                                    __ Friday Banquet 
              Evolution of Surveying Equipment  (afternoon)                           __ Saturday Breakfast        
__ New Airborne Mapping Tools and                                                        __ Saturday Lunch 
              Product Development Techniques (afternoon)                                                           
__ Boundary Research in WV and Research Analysis (afternoon)                                                                                                   
 
Refunds for the full convention fee will be made for cancellations made in writing before February 19, 2003.  
Make Checks Payable to WVALS Convention  
Visa or MasterCard Excepted 
Credit Card Number__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  CCV#__ __ __        
Expiration Date __ __/__ __                                                        Amount $_______________ 
Signature_____________________________________________________________ 
 

West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc.  
603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624 

Phone: 304-364-5621    Fax: 304-364-5653         Email: wvals@mountain.net       Web: www.wvals.org 

Office Use Only) 
Date_____________ 
Check #___________ 
Amount___________ 
Authorization # 
_________________
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West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc. 
35th Annual Convention 

Charleston House Holiday Inn, Charleston WV 
February 27 - March 1, 2003 

 

Educating For A More Competent Profession 
Tentative Program 

 

Wednesday, February 26 
7:00 p.m.        Exhibitors Registration  
8:00 p.m.        Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday, February 27 
8:00 a.m.        Registration Open 
                        Exhibit Hall Open 
9:00 a.m.        Seminar:  Basic Information for Exam Review                                                            3PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Rick Witte, PS 

A class on basic computations of horizontal and vertical angles, distance, declination and 
discovery of possible errors. The elements of simple curves and their use will be reviewed. 
Problems are based “Exam Review” material and situations encountered by the instructor.  

9:00 a.m.        Opening Ceremonies – President Vic Moyers 
                        Invocation- 
                        Welcome- 

Keynote speakers-West Virginia Board of Examiners of Land Surveyors 
10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.        Basic Information for Exam Review Seminar Break             Visit Exhibit Hall 
10:30 a.m.      Opening Ceremonies Break                                                Visit Exhibit Hall 
10:45 a.m.      General Membership Meeting 
12:00 p.m.      End of Meeting 
                        Exhibit Hall Closed 
12:00 p.m.      Luncheon                              Awards:  Map Contest Winners 
1:30 p.m.        Seminar:  West Virginia Boundary Law Exam Review                                                4PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Rick Sypolt, PS   

Topics that may be covered are Astronomy, Hydrology and Drainage, Boundary Law which will 
include:  West Virginia Code; Rules and Regulations; Sample Boundary Law Examinations; 
Surveys Along Rights of Ways and Streams; and Miscellaneous Topics suggested by the 
participants. 

                        Seminar:  New Airborne Mapping Tools and Product Development Techniques    4PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Steve DeLouch 

The course will include the following:  Positioning and Orientation of Airborne Sensor Systems-
            Airborne          GPS,   Inertial Measurement Units, Combined Solutions and Utilization of the 
            GPS/IMU solution in   production mapping;  New Tools for the Creation of digital Elevation 
            Models-LIDAR (Light Detection         and Ranging), IFSAR (Inter Ferrometric Synthetic 
            Aperture RADAR), Uses and National Standard;      The New Digital Cameras for 
            Photogrammetric Mapping-Manufacturers and System descriptions,          Comparison to film 
            based mapping, near real time map products-truth or fiction. 

Seminar:  Running and Improving a Survey Business                                               4PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Randall Myers, PS 

The course will include the following:  Part I:  What it really costs to be in business; actual costs 
to have employees; Types of surveys; Letters to adjoiners:  Nice-request information; maps; 
Not so nice. Part II:  Ideas on getting paid for your work:  Job estimating so you don’t lose (too 
much); Discussion with client; Your payment schedule; Contract/letter; Billing schedule-keep 
accounts current; Fee Collection: Mechanics Lien, Promissory Note.  

                        Exhibit Hall Open 
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3:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.            West Virginia Exam Review Seminar Break                        Visit Exhibit Hall 
3:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.       New Airborne Mapping Tools and Product Development Techniques Seminar Break 
3:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.            Running and Improving a Survey Business Seminar Break Visit Exhibit Hall 
5:30 p.m.        End of Seminars 
                             Exhibit Hall Closed 
5:30 p.m.        Social Hour held in Exhibit Hall --- Meet the West Virginia Legislators 
6:00 p.m.        Exhibitors Dinner 
7:30 p.m.        Surveyors Historical Society Meeting 
8:30 p.m.        County Surveyors Meeting 
8:30 p.m.        Hospitality Suite Open 

Friday, February 28 
8:00 a.m.        Registration Open 
                        Exhibit Hall Open 
                        Past President’s Breakfast     (Past Presidents Only) 
9:00 a.m.        Seminar:  Situational Ethics for Surveyors                                                                 3PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Dave Ingram, PS 

Topics of discussion will be several focus areas during the seminar that will involve many 
different aspects of the surveyors practice. These areas of discussion will include professional 
practice; business practices; client relations; and personnel relations. All will be examined from 
different directions of imposition and degrees of importance.  

                        Seminar:  Managing a More Successful Surveying Business                                    3PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Ted Madson II, RLS, PSM, Attorney-at-Law 

Topics that will be covered are Accounts Receivable and Cash Flow; Liability for surveying 
work; Marketing of surveying services; New ideas; Efficiency of the survey firm; Firm size; 
Delegation of authority; Partnerships and joint ventures; Incentives to employees; Business 
cycles and their effect on the survey firm; Fees; Increasing profits for the survey firm; Tax 
avoidance; Use of contracts for surveying services; Client relationships and Time 
management.  

                        Seminar:  Floodplain Management                                                                               3PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Robert Perry 

Topics of discussion will be what role does Land Surveyor play in Floodplain ordinance 
administration, Mapping and elevation certificates.  

10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.        Situational Ethics for Surveyors Seminar Break                   Visit Exhibit Hall 
10:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.        Managing a More Successful Surveying Business Seminar Break    
10:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.        Floodplain Management Seminar Break                              Visit Exhibit Hall 
12:00 p.m.      End of Seminars 
                        Exhibit Hall Closed 
12:15 p.m.      Luncheon       Speakers:  Out of State Guests 
1:00 p.m.        Seminar:Early Surveying Techniques and the Evolution of Surveying Equipment  4PDH’s
                        Speaker:  Dave Ingram, PS 

Topics that will be covered are Early methods of performing surveys in the field; Methods of 
performing calculations including examples of early mathematical tables, graphic methods, and 
the evolution of calculating devices and machines; Various methods of measuring distance and 
the evolution of measurement tools; Various methods of determining direction and the 
evolution of directional devices; and Other miscellaneous tools of the surveyor.   

                        Seminar:  New Airborne Mapping Tools and Product Development Techniques    4PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Steve DeLouch 

The course will include the following:  Positioning and Orientation of Airborne Sensor Systems- 
            Airborne          GPS,   Inertial Measurement Units, Combined Solutions and Utilization of the 
            GPS/IMU solution in   production mapping;  New Tools for the Creation of digital Elevation 
            Models-LIDAR (Light Detection         and Ranging), IFSAR (Inter Ferrometric Synthetic 
            Aperture RADAR), Uses and National Standard;      The New Digital Cameras for 
            Photogrammetric Mapping-Manufacturers and System descriptions,          Comparison to film 
            based mapping, near real time map products-truth or fiction. 
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                        Seminar:   Boundary Research in West Virginia and Research Analysis                  4PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Don Teter, PS  

Why do research? How far back do you go? Information sources. Doing the research. 
Analyzing and applying the research. An outline and overview, with copies of examples. The 
course is intended to be comprehensive enough to offer guidance to junior personnel, while 
still offering some different ideas to those with more experience.  

                          Exhibit Hall Open 
2:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. Early Surveying Techniques and the Evolution of Surveying Equipment Seminar Break 
2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. New Airborne Mapping Tools and Product Development Techniques Seminar Break 
3:00 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. Boundary Research in West Virginia and Research Analysis Seminar Break          
5:00 p.m.        End of Seminars 
5:30 p.m.        Social Hour held in Exhibit Hall 
                        WVALS Auxiliary Raffle 
6:30 p.m.        Exhibit Hall Closed 
6:30 p.m.        Annual Awards Banquet 
                        Awards:          WVALS 10,15,20,25,30 and 35 Year Membership Recognition 
                                               Chapter of the Year 
                                               Board of Directors Recognition 
                                               Surveyor of the Year 
                                               Installation of Officers 
                                               WV State Board of Examiners of Land Surveyors 
                                                           Presentation of Licensure Certificates 

Presentation from WVALS to New licensee  
9:00 p.m.        Hospitality Suite Open 

Saturday, March 1 
8:00 a.m.        Prayer Breakfast                     

Speaker:  Charles Tenney, PS 
9:00 a.m.        Seminar:  Basic Surveying & Instrument Care                                                            7PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Romey Casto, PS 

Lecture on care and maintenance of instruments, instrument check and adjustments, EDM 
theory. Hands on checks and calibration of survey instruments.  

                        Seminar:  Surveyor Competency                                                                                 3PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  Ted Madson II, RLS, PSM, Attorney-at-Law 

Issues to be considered and documented at these workshops should include, but not be limited 
to:  A definition of minimum surveying competency; A definition of minimum surveying business 
competency; A definition of the minimum legal competency necessary to practice surveying; A 
definition of minimum surveying technical competency; A definition of minimum surveying 
ethical competency; and Development of a program for surveying competency maintenance.  

                        Seminar:  Preparing Ahead for Safety                                                                        3PDH’s 
                        Speaker:  John Keeling 
10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.        Basic Surveying & Instrument Care Seminar Break              
10:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.        Surveyor Competency Seminar Break                                              
10:45 a.m. to  11:00 a.m.       Preparing Ahead for Safety Seminar Break                          
12:00 p.m.      End of Seminars 
12:15 p.m.      Luncheon       Speaker:  Curt Sumner  
1:00 p.m.        Resume Seminar:  Basic Surveying & Instrument Care 
                        Seminar:   Boundary Research in West Virginia and Research Analysis                 4PDH’s 
                        Speaker:   Don Teter, PS  

Why do research? How far back do you go? Information sources. Doing the research. 
Analyzing and applying the research. An outline and overview, with copies of examples. The 
course is intended to be comprehensive enough to offer guidance to junior personnel, while 
still offering some different ideas to those with more experience.  

2:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.            Basic Surveying & Instrument Care Seminar Break              
2:45 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.            Boundary Research in West Virginia and Research Analysis Seminar Break 
5:00 p.m.        End of Seminars 
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Convention 2003 Information 
 

 
Purpose 
The West Virginia Convention 2003 presents practical ideas and techniques for immediate 
application to working situations, promotes discussion of mutual surveying and geographic 
information systems problems and provides an opportunity for updating knowledge in these areas. 
 
Who Should Attend 
The Convention is designed for surveyors, engineers and others involved in boundary, control, 
topographic, engineering, route, and construction surveying, as well as for individuals involved in 
cartography, photogrammetry, land and geographic-information systems, and computer–aided 
design and drafting.  
 
Accommodations 
Participants are responsible for their own housing arrangements. A block of room has been reserved 
for WVALS at the Charleston House Holiday Inn for conference participants. Room rates will be $69. 
Please mention that you are with the WVALS Convention when making your reservation. 
Reservations may be made by calling 304-344-4092. 
 
Fee and Registration 
Full registration fee covers Thursday Lunch, Thursday Dinner, Friday Lunch, Friday Banquet, 
Saturday Breakfast and Saturday Lunch and all breaks. A late fee is added to all registrations 
postmarked after February 21, 2003. The registration fee may be paid by check, money order or 
credit card (Visa or MasterCard). To register for the convention, complete the registration form and 
return to WVALS, 603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624. Your receipt for registration will be 
mailed or placed in your information packet at registration. Feel free to make as many copies of the 
registration form as you wish.  
 
Exhibits 
Representatives from various equipment suppliers will be present to answer questions and to 
demonstrate their equipments. Through these exhibits, attendees can learn about new techniques 
and technology in the field. Please plan on stopping in at the Exhibit Hall.  
 
Antique Equipment Display 
There will be an antique surveying instrument display organized and manned by the West Virginia 
Chapter of the Surveyors Historical Society. If you have any old or antique equipment for display, 
please bring it with you when you register.  
 
Spouse Program 
Plan to attend, relax and enjoy yourself. The Auxiliary is planning a fun filled program. Friday 
morning will be their annual business meeting, with the ever so popular white elephant sale on 
Friday afternoon. Don’t forget to bring your wrapped gift to be auctioned to the highest bidder.  
 
Refunds and Cancellations 
Refunds of the full convention fee will be made for cancellations received in writing before February 
19, 2003. After that, the individual or organization will be held responsible for the fee. Anyone who is 
registered but cannot attend may send a substitute. The WVALS may cancel or postpone any 
course or activity because of insufficient enrollment or unforeseen circumstances. 
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West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors 
603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624 

Telephone:  304-364-5621          Fax:  304-364-5653 
Email:  wvals@mountain.net      Web:  www.wvals.org 

 
Application for Membership 

Please type or print                                                   Application valid 1-1-02 thru 12-31-02                                   __New __Renewal 
 
Name_____________________________          ____________________________________      ________________
             (last)                                                                                        (first)                                                                       (middle) 
(Check the preferred mailing address for receiving all WVALS publications) 
 
__Address_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City___________________________________ State___________ Zip________________ County_________________ 
 
Telephone: Home_________________ Office__________________ Fax_______________ Email__________________ 
 
Employed by_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__Address_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________ State____________ Zip________________ County_________________ 
 
Occupation______________________________________________________________________________________ 
              
Spouse________________________________ Date and Place of 
Birth_______________________________________ 
 
Engaged in: __Private practice;__ Industry;__ Public Utility;__ Education;__ Retired;__ Agency of Government:Municipal 
__ County;__ State;__ Federal;__ Other (Describe)_______________________________________________________ 
 
Education: Years completed  ______High School; _______College; ______Other 
                  Diplomas, certificates or degrees____________________________________________________________ 
                  Name of School__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Experience in occupational field of interest 
             Number of years: _____ Sub-professional; _____Pre-professional; _____Professional; ______Total.  
 
Professional Registration-Give state and registry number: 
             State_______    Land Surveyor____________     Engineer____________ 
             State_______    Land Surveyor____________     Engineer____________ 
             State_______    Land Surveyor____________     Engineer____________ 
 
Membership Applied For: 
__Class A-Licensed Member: Annual Dues $115.00 
     Any person who is licensed to practice surveying in the state of West Virginia.  
__Class C-Associate Member: Annual Dues $30.00 
     Any person with an associative interest in the profession of surveying and mapping, such as party chief, draftsman, transitman, rodman, 
      photogrammetrists, professionally qualified in mathematical, physical or applied sciences or engineering sciences. 
__Class D-Student Member: Annual Dues $10.00 
     Any person pursuing a course of study on a full-time basis leading to a career in the profession of surveying and/or mapping. 
__Class E-Individual Affiliate: Annual Dues $20.00 
     Members of other allied professions or occupations such as lawyers, real estate brokers and engineers who might no otherwise qualify for 
      membership. 
__Class F-Institutional Affiliate: Annual Dues $25.00 
     Professional or Technical organizations with interest kindred to the Associations, such as law firms, land surveying firms, or engineering firms. 
__Class G-Sustaining Member: Annual Dues $150.00 
     Any Commercial or professional institution or individual interested or engaged in surveying and mapping, manufacture of instruments or 
     equipments for this work, or reproducing or compiling maps.  
__ Class O-Correspondence Member: Annual Dues $15.00 
     Any person living out of the state of West Virginia may become a Correspondence Member. This member will only receive the “West Virginia 
      Surveyor” newsletter and will have no noting privileges.    



“Every Man Is a Debtor to His Profession” 
Affiliate-American Congress on Surveying and Mapping 

 
Are you aware of a WVALS Chapter in you Area?_______________________________ 
 
Please list Membership in various organizations: ____ACSM _____NSPS ______ Other__________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Membership in WVALS=Continuing Education   
 
 

Describe the kind and amount of your survey experience that you believe qualified you for the class of membership 
applied for. Use an extra sheet of paper if necessary. _____________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you are a Professional Surveyor or Professional Engineer, make your seal imprint on this application. I, the 
undersigned, do hereby certify that the statements made by me in this application are true and correct, and agree that, if 
admitted to membership in the West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc., I will abide by its Constitution and By-
Laws, Professional Code of Ethics and the West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors, Inc. Policy on Professional 
Advertising as long as I am a member of WVALS. I further agree that I will uphold the Association’s principles and 
promote its objectives.  
 
 
 
Date_________________________ Signature___________________________________               Make seal imprint here 
 
 
Enclose check or money order payable to WVALS, 603 Iowa Street, Gassaway, WV  26624 
NOTE:  Inclusion of appropriate dues payment will expedite processing of application. Membership runs from January 
1st to January 1st. Members admitted after July 31 shall pay dues prorated at the rate of 1/12 the annual fee for each full 
month remaining in the year.  
 
 
Visa or MasterCard 
Credit Card Number  � � � �  � � � �  � � � �  � � � �   ccv#� � �  
 

Expiration Date � � /� �            Total $ � � � .� �  
  
Signature___________________________________________ 
 

APPPLICANT SHOULD NOT USE SPACE BELOW 
Date mailed _________________________________________  Amount received with application _________________ 
 
Date received at WVALS Office _________________________  Source of payment ____________________________ 
 
Action ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Accepted by _________________________________________ 
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 (Office Use Only) 
Date____________ 
Check __________ 
Amount__________ 
Authorization # 
________________ 
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Schedule for Ladies Auxiliary 
 

Thursday, February 27, 2003 
 
11:00 a.m.  Meet in front lobby 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch at the Olive   
                  Garden Restaurant 
  1:00 p.m.  Shopping at the mall 
   6:00 p.m. Dinner at motel             
                  (Exhibitors Dinner) 
  8:30 p.m.  Hospitality Suite Open 
 

Friday, February 28, 2003 
 
  9:00 a.m.  Meet in front lobby 
10:00 a.m.  Tour of Governor’s   
                   Mansion  
10:30 a.m.  Tour of Capitol 
11:00 a.m.  Culture Center 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch 
  1:00 p.m.  Business meeting and  
                   White Elephant Sale 
  5:30 p.m. Social hour 
  6:30 p.m.  Annual Awards Banquet 
  9:00 p.m.  Hospitality Suite Open 
 

Saturday, March 1, 2003 
 
  7:45 a.m.  Prayer Breakfast (Relax  
                  and Enjoy) 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch 
  1:00 p.m.  Shopping at the mall  

 
Hope to see you next year. Have a 

safe trip home.  

Ladies if you have any questions please feel 
free to contact either Roberta Moyers, 
President of the auxiliary,  at 304-462-7885 or 
Norma  Roberts, Vice-President at 304-765-
3616.  

Ladies,  
           It seems forever since our last meeting. I 
thought I’d just touch base with you all, and let 
you know that this convention will be a great 
one! 
           Norma and I have some activities 
planned we’re sure everyone will enjoy.  
           The West Virginia Association of Land 
Surveyors Auxiliary has been reactivated. We 
are inviting you to join, and help the auxiliary be 
all that it can be. The dues are only $5.00 a 
year, which will be collected at our annual 
business meeting at the convention. We will be 
having an white elephant sale on Friday March 
28, 2003 during the convention the money 
raised from it and the auxiliary dues will go 
towards the scholarship fund. We invite you to 
the WVALS Convention to be held February 27- 
March 1, 2003, at the Charleston House Holiday 
Inn, in Charleston, WV. We will be having 
activities such as a tour of the Governors 
Mansion, The Culture Center, and the Capitol, 
all free of additional charge. We will have a bus 
shuttle from the motel to take us to these 
places. For those who like to shop, the town 
Center Mall is within walking distance from the 
motel. On Thursday we will be eating lunch at 
the Olive Garden Restaurant, the ladies really 
enjoyed it last year.  
           We are asking for some help this year 
with our raffle tables. We will need someone to 
work it Thursday evening, Friday morning and 
some Friday afternoon. We are also trying to 
have a separate raffle this year to help raise 
money. Becci Hyde from Granville, Ohio will be 
trying to get a Lee Middleton doll for us. We 
deeply appreciate her effort in doing so.  
           We are looking forward to seeing some 
old friends and hopefully seeing some new 
ones. Come, relax and have some fun with us! 
Let’s work together to make this a new 
beginning of a great auxiliary.  
 
Hope to see you there,  
Roberta Moyers, President 
Norma Roberts, Vice-President 

Ladies Auxiliary 
Convention 2003 
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NSPS Governor©s Report 
                                                           by Kirk Norton, PS 

Area 3/4 Governors Meeting 
September 14, 2002 
Georgia Power Building 
Atlanta, Ga. 
 
NSPS Board of Governors Meeting 
October 20 – 21, 2002 
Hilton Gaithersburg 
Gaithersburg, MD 
 
           Greetings, everyone. This is my first 
report as the new National Society of 
Professional Surveyors Governor for the state of 
West Virginia. I accepted the post when Mike 
Shepp resigned last spring. Following Mike and 
Marshall Robinson into this office gives me 
some pretty big shoes to fill, and I hope that I 
can serve the surveyors of West Virginia in this 
capacity as well as my predecessors.  
           On September 14, 2002, I attended my 
first Area 3/4 Governors meeting in Atlanta, 
Georgia. It was held in the Georgia Power 
Building in downtown Atlanta. A little more than 
a month later I attended my first NSPS Board of 
Governors Meeting in Gaithersburg, MD. The 
most important item discussed was the 
continued work to restructure the American 
Congress on Surveying and Mapping (ACSM) 
into what is being called “The New ACSM”. For 
those of you unfamiliar with the restructuring, I’ll 
try to summarize the strategy: The structure will 
change from the current configuration of one 
organization, ACSM, with four dependent 
Member Organizations (MOs): American 
Association for Geodetic Surveying (AAGS), 
Cartography and Geographic Information 
Society (CaGIS), Geographic and Land 
Information Society (GLIS), and National 
Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS); to 
ACSM serving as an umbrella organization for 
the four independent Member Organizations 
which the above entities will become. The 27 
member Board of Directors that is based on the 
number of members in each MO will disappear 
in favor of a smaller, more responsive board 
consisting of two  members  from  each MO.  To  

my mind, this reorganization will create a more 
streamlined and efficient organization that will 
guarantee equal representation for all the MOs. 
It will truly be a Congress of Surveying and 
Mapping. Other organizations will also be able 
to apply for inclusion is ACSM as well. In fact, 
Urban and Regional Information Systems 
Association (URISA) has expressed an interest 
in joining if the “new” ACSM becomes reality. 
This new configuration will give the organization 
a flexibility and responsiveness that is not 
available in the current system. 

          The next item discussed was the ongoing 
FEMA re-mapping of North Carolina in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Floyd. The massive 
flooding that occurred made it necessary to 
update the state’s flood maps and a mammoth 
effort was undertaken to re-map the entire state. 
The result is that North Carolina will become a 
mentor state under a new program being 
instituted by FEMA to encourage all states to 
update their mapping from static paper mapping 
to dynamic electronic mapping available on the 
Internet. Visit www.ncfloodmaps.com to see the 
results. Given the recent and persistent flooding 
in southern West Virginia, this technology may 
be coming to our state very soon. 
          FEMA will also be offering a state-by-
state certification as a Certified FEMA Surveyor, 
qualified to do surveys for FEMA. Currently this 
certification is only available in North Carolina. 
The result will be that if a surveyor is a CFS, 
when that surveyor submits a Letter of Map 
Amendment (LOMA), that surveyor’s application 
will go to the top of the pile. 
          One NSPS program that particularly 
caught my mind is the Certified Survey 
Technician. This program allows a person to 
advance by examination through 4 levels of 
proficiency along either a Field Track or an 
Office Track: Level I – Entry Level; Level II – 
Minimum of 1.5 years experience as an 
Instrument Operator or Computer Operator; 
Level III – Minimum of 3.5 years experience and 
becoming a party chief or computer chief; and 
Level IV – Minimum of 5.5 years of experience 
and becoming a Survey Field Manager or 
Survey Office Manager.  Each  level  is  attained 
                                       continued on next page  
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           Recruit  A 
             new member  
            for   WVALS 

NSPS Governor’s Report        continued 

by examination in a proctored test at a specified 
location. This seems to me to be an ideal way to 
teach employees proper procedure and to tie 
advancement, both in position and pay, to a 
specific set of goals that they must reach. 
           Details of the topics I have touched on 
are available on ACSM’s website, www.acsm.
net. I encourage you to take a look and see 
what your national society is doing for you. 
           ACSM/NSPS truly is YOUR national 
society. What WVALS does for surveyors at a 
state level, ACSM/NSPS does for surveyors at a 
national level. I’ve only been to two meetings, 
but I can tell you that the men and women I met 
are dedicated to the advancement of the 
profession of surveying and work hard to see 
that everything that can be done is done. If your 
membership in ACSM has lapsed or if you’ve 
never been a member, I would encourage you 
to join now. I think you will see great things 
coming in the future. As I learn more, I hope to 
let you know more about what ACSM/NSPS 
does for you. 
           My next meeting with the Area 3/4 
Governors will be in Nashville, TN, on March 8, 
2003, and my next Board of Governors Meeting 
will be at the ACSM Conference in Phoenix, AZ, 
March 29 through April 2, 2003. 

New Members 
WVALS would like to welcome the following new 
members: 
Class A-Licensed Member 
Randall E. Thompson, PS #746 
Class C-Associate Member 
Roy L. Ramey II 
Jason G. Bly 
Class D-Student Member 
Bradley S. Roberts 
John M. Sampson 
Jason R. Pennington 
Class G-Sustaining Member 
Aerocon Photogrammetric Services, Inc.  

How High’s the Mountain, Mama?                   

          The West Virginia Association of Land 
Surveyors and its Elkins Chapter announce a 
seminar scheduled Friday and Saturday, June 
13 and 14, 2003, at Snowshoe Mountain Resort 
in Pocahontas County, West Virginia. 
          For several years, Paul Liston of the 
West Virginia Geological Survey has lamented 
not having definitive and reliable data regarding 
the true elevation of Spruce Knob.  A couple of 
other spots, including Bald Knob (at the top end 
of the Cass Scenic Railroad) are claimed by 
some as actually being higher than the point 
which has long been cited as West Virginia©s 
loftiest. 
          With the help of Alan Dragoo and his 
GPS expertise, we intend to settle this question.  
On Friday morning Paul Liston will tell us about 
the previous elevation measurements and we 
will hear from Skip Johnson, retired outdoor 
writer for the Charleston newspapers, who is 
currently working on a book about the Elk River.  
Alan Dragoo will explain how we will quickly 
obtain good numbers, and how surveyors can 
do the same for their own projects.  Friday 
afternoon we©ll collect data, and additional 
Continuing Education sessions will be available 
on Saturday morning.  A total of at least 8 
PDH©s will be available during the two-days of 
the seminar. 
          Additional details will be announced 
during the next few months.  This can be a great 
opportunity to combine Continuing Education 
(just in time for license renewal) with an early-
summer family getaway.  Snowshoe is in the 
heart of summer recreation country, with lots of 
natural attractions and tourist destinations 
located nearby. 

 

Membership Renewals 
Are Payable by  

January, 31, 2003 
 

If you have not received your renewal, 
please contact the WVALS office.  
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The Ole Sirvayer Sez 
                                       by the Heelbelly Ropestrechur 

           Today we©s talkin bout joiner relashions, 
or how to git along wit the feller whut owns the 
propitty nex door ta whut you©s sirvayin.  The 
fust thang I learnt bout dealin wit dem is thet the 
less propitty theys got, the more jellous they is 
bout protecktin hit.  A feller whut hain©t got but a 
30 foot wide lot will purty near go ta war ovur a 
half-a inch, whilst a feller whut has got 5 hunnert 
acre might not worry much over 20 foot or so. 
           I©ve found thet most joiners will tell ya 
truthful whut they knows, ur whut they thinks 
they knows bout the boundtries.  Hit mite not be 
rite, whut they tells ya, but they©ll be truthful 
wrong bout it.  Thet is, they may be mistooken, 
but they hain©t lyin. 
           On tha udder hand, theys udders whut 
wudn©t tell ya the truth even iffen they knowd 
whut it wuz.  I runned inter wun of them one 
time whut was named Abe, but this won waren©t 
no "Honest Abe", in fack, by tha time I fenished 
tha sirvay i wuz callin him "Lyin Abe".  He seemt 
like a nice enuff feller ta begin wit, and seemed 
like he wuz bein© skware wit me, but by tha time 
I wuz done wit the sirvay I©d figgered out thet 
thar waren©t nuttin he©d tole me frum day wun 
whut waren©t a lie.  Coursen, I nefer called him 
"Lyin Abe" to his face, cause I figgered he 
knowed he was lyin, an I wuz purty shure he 
knowed thet I knowed he wuz lyin, so thar 
warent no need fer me to point it out ta him, and 
mebbe git myself gunshot over it. 
           Anutter thang ya gots ta be keerul bout is 
jumpin ta conklushions bout weather ur not a 
feller might know sumpin thet kin help ya.  I 
workt on one sirvay whar thar waren©t many 
joiners lived in tha nayburhoot, an them thet did 
mosly didn©t know squat bout tha bountries.  
Then I went ta see wun last feller, and as soon 
as I seed thet old bird I culd tell thet he couln©t 
see me, nor nuthin else fur thet mattur, him bein 
total blind, and I figgered this wuzn©t gonna pan 
out to nuttin.  Whal sir, I got foolt, cuz it turnt out 
thet he had bin livin thar on tha homeplace all 
his life, an afore he wint blind bout 50 year 
earlier he had bin all offer thet country, and had 
a pitcher in his mind of whut she looked like an 
how  she  all  fit  togedder  back   then,   an   his  

infurmashion helpt me find siviral korners. 
          Most joiners is decent folks, who jist 
hopes we don©t do nuttin whut will take nuttun 
thet they thinks is theirs.  Whether theys bad ur 
goot, iffen yer gonna be a real sirvayer ya gots 
to larn to try to git whut good informashion 
outter them that ya kin, and to sort out tha 
balderdash.  

GPS Base Station at Glenville State 
College                                           by Rick Sypolt, PS 

          A survey grade GPS base station has 
been installed at the Glenville State College, 
Survey Program.  This is the second (public) 
survey grade GPS base station in West Virginia, 
the first being in Beckley.  The Glenville base 
station (GSSP) became operational on 
September 28, 2002.  Refinements in the 
station’s position are still being made at the time 
of this writing. 
          Data collected by both base stations is 
available free of charge to the public.  The 
collected data is available in Rinex format which 
is usable by almost all GPS software.  Users 
can obtain the GPS data via internet at http://
gps.wva.net. 
          The collected GPS data are normally 
stored on the server in 24 hour files.  However, 
options on the web server allow users to slice 
out only the portion of needed GPS data.  That 
is, if you only need two hours of GPS data, you 
can request and receive only the two hours of 
data that you need.  Click the option “Request 
Files” on the web page for a given base station 
to obtain data for less than 24 hours.  Users can 
also access the 24 hour files by using the 
“Direct File Access” option.  Data collected by 
the base stations should be available for 
downloading shortly after the GPS day ends (8 
pm EDT, 7 pm EST). 
          Ray Gwinn has been instrumental in 
setting up both of the survey grade GPS base 
stations in West Virginia.  Ray has equipment 
for, and is looking for two more sites for 
permanent GPS base station sites.  A base 
station site should be available for a long period 
of time and have a fairly clear view of the sky.   
                                       continued on next page  
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Ideally, the base station site will have full time 
internet access, but dial up internet access can 
work.  You can contact Ray via email at 
ray@wva.net or by phone at 304-255-5700. 
              Any readers that have, or plan, survey 
grade GPS base stations are invited to also 
make  your  GPS  data  publicly  available  to 
others.   Ray  has  written  most  of the  base 
station   and   server   software   and   will   host 
the needed internet servers.  Ray believes he 
can make the setup fairly painless.  Additionally, 
donations of old (survey grade) equipment to 
expand this project can help get more base 
stations up and running in West Virginia. 

“ The New ACSM”   

Evolution of an Organization 
Drafted October 22, 2002 

           The American Congress on Surveying 
and Mapping (ACSM) was formed in 1941 to 
advance the Sciences of Surveying and 
Mapping in their several branches. Over the 
years, the organization grew in number and 
stature. The Goal of the advancement of 
Surveying and Mapping has remained 
consistent. ACSM members have been leaders 
in the development of geospatial information 
and surveying sciences, however over the last 
fifteen years, the organization has suffered a 
steady decline in membership. Many programs 
have been initiated over that period to stem the 
decline, but the drop in membership continues. 
Numerous contacts have been made with past 
and prospective members to gain insight into 
their lack of interest in membership. Their input 
has been very consistent. While our goals 
remain steadfast, the organization is proposed 
to evolve into a more flexible and responsive 
entity.  
           Current ACSM President Sam Best 
convened a task force made up of 
representatives of all current member 
organizations (MOs) to determine what could be 
done to turn the decline around. This group, led 
by Past ACSM President Gary Kent, spent a 
great deal of time exploring the various options, 
and after a tremendous amount of evaluation 
came to the conclusion that ACSM needs to 
change.   In  order  to  serve  the   existing   and  

potential   membership,   the   structure   of   the 
organization needs to evolve into a true 
Congress of Surveying and Mapping. It has 
been termed “The New ACSM”. While our goals 
remain steadfast, the organization is proposed 
to evolve into a more flexible and responsive 
entity.  
          Under the proposal, individual members 
will belong directly to their respective MOs. 
These MOs will be totally self-governing, and 
able to establish and manage their own 
programs and services for the benefit of their 
members without oversight by any other board. 
The New ACSM will not have individual 
members, but will exist as a Congress of MOs 
to serve as a forum for common issues, an 
integration of activities to provide programs of 
mutual benefit. Under this new direction, the 
MOs will be in the fore front and ACSM will take 
on a role as advocate for the MOs to promote 
their common interest. This new organization is 
structured to meet the expectations of our 
current, as well as prospective members, by 
providing flexibility to the individual MOs for their 
programs while relying on the Congress to 
continue to promote activities and positions that 
cut across the entire Surveying and Mapping 
community.  This new structure enables existing 
organizations not currently affiliated with ACSM 
to become part of the Congress for specific and 
ongoing issues.  
          This issue requires approval from the 
current ACSM membership through a written 
ballot proposal. Further details and discussion 
can be found on the ACSM website located at 
www. ACSM.net. The leadership of all current 
MOs as well as the ACSM leadership has 
endorsed this proposal of evolution. The leaders 
of ACSM and its MOs have joined together to 
encourage all ACSM members to review the 
information developed and join in support of this 
effort.    

On December 17, 2002, a tripod and prism assembly 
consisting of tribrach, prism adapter, and single tilting 
prism was stolen from the median of Interstate 77. This 
equipment belonged to the City of Parkersburg. The 
tripod was a Wild gst-20, the tribrach was made by 
Topcon, and the prism was orange in color, possibly 
made by CST. The tribrach was marked with the Code 
“WV-COD-2002-728”. If anyone has any information 
about this equipment please contact Tom Henderson at 
304-424-8559 or by email at tmhenderson@yahoo.com.  
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Tree Name Guide 

      This is the eighth installment of a guide to the botanical and common names of many West 
Virginia trees and shrubs.  the basic material for this guide was provided by the forestry Department 
of Glenville State College, but it has been rearranged into alphabetical order by common name.  
Surveyors often encounter unusual or archaic tree names when researching old records, so it can be 
important to know what species those old names actually referred to. 
           I have added a few names based upon my own research and experience.  I invite anyone 
with additional common names for any of these species to write in and let us add them to the list.  
After the entire list is published here, we will make complete copies available for sale through the 
Association office. 
 
COMMON NAME                          BOTANICAL NAME                      OTHER COMMON NAMES 
Nannyberry                                    Viburnum prunifolium                     Smooth black haw 
Nannyberry                                    Viburnum lentago                          --- 
Narrowleaf silky dogwood             Cornus obliqua                              Silky dogwood 
Necklace poplar                            Populus deltoides                          Cottonwood 
Nettletree                                       Celtis occidentalis                          Hackberry 
Nickertree                                       Gymnocladus dioica                      Kentucky coffeetree 
Ninebark                                         Physocarpus opulifolius                 --- 
North Carolina pine                       Pinus echinata                               Shortleaf pine 
Northern arrowwood                      Viburnum recognitum                    Smooth arrowwood 
Northern catalpa                            Catalpa speciosa                           Catawba-tree 
Northern laurel oak                        Quercus imbricaria                        Shingle oak 
Northern maple                             Acer pensylvanicum                       Striped maple 
Northern prickly ash                       Zanthoxylum americanum             Toothache tree 
Northern red oak                           Quercus rubra                                Red oak 
Northern white cedar                     Thuja occidentalis                          Arborvitae 
Northern wild raisin                       Viburnum cassinoides                   Wild raisin 
Norway maple                               Acer platanoides                            --- 
Norway pine                                   Pinus resinosa                               Red pine 
Norway spruce                              Picea abies                                    --- 
Oblong-fruited serviceberry           Amelanchier bartramiana              Bartram©s serviceberry 
Ohio buckeye                                Aesculus glabra                             Stinking buckeye 
Oilnut                                              Juglans cinerea                             White walnut 
Oilnut                                              Pyrularia pubera                            Buffalo-nut 
Old field pine                                  Pinus virginiana                             Virginia pine 
Old-man©s-beard                           Chionanthus virginicus                  Fringetree 
Osage, Osage-orange                   Maclura pomifera                           Bowwood 
Oval pignut hickory                        Carya ovalis                                   Red hickory 
Paulownia                                      Paulownia tomentosa                    Princess tree 
Peach                                             Prunus persica                               Common peach 
Pear                                               Pyrus communis                            Common pear 
Pencil cedar                                   Juniperus virginiana                       Eastern red cedar 
Pepperbush                                    Clethra acuminata                         Mountain pepperbush 
Pepperidge                                     Nyssa sylvatica                              Black gum 
Persimmon                                     Diospyros virginiana                      Possumwood 
Post oak                                         Quercus stellata                             Iron oak 
Possumwood                                 Diospyros virginiana                      Persimmon 
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COMMON NAME                          BOTANICAL NAME                      OTHER COMMON NAMES 
Pickaway anise                             Ptelea trifoliata                               Hoptree 
Pie cherry                                       Prunus cerasus                              Sour cherry 
Pig hickory                                     Carya cordiformis                          Bitternut hickory 
Pigeon cherry                                Prunus pensylvanica                     Fire cherry 
Pigeon tree                                     Aralia spinosa                                Hercules-club 
Pignut                                             Carya glabra                                  Pignut hickory 
Pignut swamp hickory                   Carya cordiformis                          Bitternut hickory 
Pig walnut                                      Carya cordiformis                          Bitternut hickory 
Pin cherry                                       Prunus pensylvanica                     Fire cherry 
Pink siris                                         Albizzia julibrissin                          Mimosa 
Pin oak                                           Quercus palustris                           Spanish oak 
Pin oak                                           Quercus coccinea                          Scarlet oak 
Pipe-vine                                        Aristolochia durior                          Dutchman©s pipe 
Pitch pine                                       Pinus rigida                                    Bull pine 
Plane, Planetree                            Platanus occidentalis                     Sycamore 
Poison ash                                     Rhus vernix                                    Poison sumac 
Poison ash                                     Chionanthus virginicus                  Fringetree 
Poison dogwood                            Rhus vernix                                    Poison sumac 
Poison elder                                   Rhus vernix                                    Poison sumac 
Poison laurel                                  Kalmia latifolia                               Mountain laurel 
Poison ivy                                       Taxicondendron radicans              --- 
Poison ivy                                       Kalmia latifolia                               Mountain laurel 
Poison sumac                                Rhus vernix                                    Poison ash 
Poisontree                                      Rhus vernix                                    Poison sumac 
Poisonwood                                   Rhus vernix                                    Poison sumac 
Poplar                                             Liriodendron tulipifera                    Yellow poplar 
Popple                                            Populus tremuloides                      Quaking aspen 
Popple                                            Populus grandidentata                   Bigtooth aspen 
Popple                                            Liriodendron tulipifera                    Yellow poplar 
Post locust                                     Robinia pseudo-acacia                  Black locust 
Prairie hedgeplant                         Maclura pomifera                           Osage-orange 
Prickly ash                                      Zanthoxylum americanum             Toothache tree 
Prickly ash                                      Aralia spinosa                                Hercules-club 
Prickly elder                                   Aralia spinosa                                Hercules-club 
Prickly holly                                    Ilex opaca                                      American holly 
Prickly pine                                     Pinus pungens                               Table mountain pine 
Princess tree                                  Paulownia tomentosa                    Paulownia 
Privet                                              Ligustrum vulgare                          --- 
Pumpkin pine                                Pinus strobus                                 White pine 
Purple laurel                                   Rhododendron catawbiense         Catawba Rhododendron     
Purple rhododendron                    Rhododendron catawbiense         Catawba  

Tree Name Guide 

 
The West Virginia Association of Land Surveyors would like to send their condolences to the 
James M. Fogg family. James M. Fogg was a member of the West Virginia Association of Land 
Surveyors for 29 years and was a member of the Elkins Chapter. He passed away October 2002.  
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Surveyor on the Spot   
                                              by Wilhelm A. Schmidt, PLS 

This is reprinted with the permission from the 
author/editor of the PA surveyor. 
 
           Once the effort to rescue the men 
trapped in the Quecreek Mine in Somerset on 
July 24, 2002 became known, the nation - 
probably the world - anxiously awaited its 
outcome. Only after the effort had been 
successfully concluded did we learn that a 
surveyor had played a crucial role. 
           The man singled out in news reports for 
his performance in the rescue is Bob Long, who 
did the measurements and calculations to 
position the drilling equipment. But credit must 
also go to his employers, Sean Isgan, 
President, and Mark Tercek, Vice-President, of 
Civil Mining Environmental Engineering Inc., 
more familiarly CME. 
           The accident that required their expertise 
was caused by the collapse of a wall of earth 
separating the active from an inactive mine. The 
latter was supposed to be hundreds of feet from 
the former. But maps of the old mine proved 
unreliable in this instance. 
           Many of the men in the mine at the 
moment of collapse managed to reach safety. 
Nine were trapped by waters rushing in from the 
old mine. At that moment, the day’s work turned 
from retrieving coal to retrieving the colliers. 
           They were brought to the surface three 
days later by means of a capsule lowered 
through a shaft that had been dug to the 
chamber in which they had taken refuge. Those 
who had escaped knew quite well where the 
collapse had occurred, and the rescuers knew 
well enough what their colleagues would do in 
such a situation. The rescue effort proceeded 
accordingly. 
           Of  course,  the  rescuers  were 300  feet 
 above their colleagues, and none of them knew  

the  spot on the surface of the earth directly 
below which their colleagues were trapped.  
          That’s why Long was roused from his 
sleep that midnight. He had the equipment and 
the skill to select the spot where the digging 
should commence. 
          The rescue team decided to drill a 6” 
wide exploratory hole first to ascertain the 
location of the trapped men, as well as to pump 
air into the blocked tunnel. The air was meant 
not only to supply fresh air, but also to warm the 
cavity. Needless to say, the success of the 
entire rescue effort hinged on the accuracy of 
the location of this hole. 
          To determine its location, Long first 
obtained the coordinates of an arbitrary point in 
a field nearby with a stationary GPS unit. With 
his roving unit, he could then establish the point 
on the surface beneath which the miners were 
likely to be huddled. The coordinates of that 
point were taken from maps of the mine 
provided by the Department of Environmental 
Protection.  
          Adding to the anxiety, however, was the 
existence of a gas pipe close to the proposed 
hole. Also, there were pillars propping up the 
levels of the mine in the area which the rescuers 
tried to reach. Striking the one could cause an 
explosion; striking the other could confound the 
rescue. Striking either one would add to the 
disaster.  
          As luck would have it, that first hole found 
its intended destination without mishap or 
misalignment, just hours after the digging had 
begun. Proof that all the trapped miners were 
still alive came almost instantly in the form of 
nine hammer taps on the drill bit. Now the real 
effort to save them could begin.  
             The rest is history. The rescue has been 
called a miracle, expressing our relief that it 
beat the odds. But its success is attributable, 
more than anything, to the determined effort of a 
slew of skilled men - a surveyor among them.  
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Chapter Representatives 
Central (Nicholas, Braxton, Webster, Clay, and 
Gilmer Counties) 
Pat Roberts, PS 304-765-7190 
Clarksburg (Harrison, Marion, Doddridge, 
Lewis, Upshur, Barbour, and Taylor) 
Phil Taylor, PS 304-622-8468 
Eastern Panhandle (Jefferson, Berkeley, and 
Morgan) 
Galtjo Geertsema, PS 304-267-6172 
Elkins (Randolph, Tucker, Pocahontas, and 
Barbour) 
Rodney Gardner, PS 304-456-4089 
Greater Kanawha (Kanawha) 
J. Bruce Hager, PS 304-36-7039 
G S C (Glenville State College) 
Rick Sypolt, PS 304-462-7361 
Little Kanawha (Jackson, Wirt, Wood, Ritchie, 
Pleasants, Tyler, Wetzel, and Marshall) 
Nelson Douglass, PS 304-428-5715 
Mountain Regional (Monongalia, Preston, 
Taylor, Garrett Co.-MD, Fayette Co.-PA, Green 
Co.-PA) 
Allan Witschi, PS 304-291-1264 
Potomac Valley (Hampshire, Mineral, Grant, 
Hardy, and Pendleton) 
David Jopling, PS 304-538-2705 
Southern (Mercer, Summers, Wyoming, 
Fayette, Monroe, McDowell, and Raleigh) 
Roy Shrewsbury, PS 304-255-5296 
Western River Valley (Cabell, Mason, 
Putnam, Lincoln and Wayne) 
Jeff Stephens, PS 304-522-0811 
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          We continue to have our monthly 
meetings on the second Thursday at the Black 
Knight Country Club in Beckley. 
          We have a total of 16 members with 4 to 
7 attending each meeting. 
          The revised bylaws were given final 
approval at the October meeting and will be 
forwarded to the state board for approval. One 
significant change being proposed would 
require a member to attend at least 2/3 of all 
scheduled and held meetings to remain in good 
standing with the chapter.  
          We continue to have well presented 
programs from our membership such as .  

 WVALS Chapter News                     
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          The October meeting of the Little 
Kanawha Regional Chapter of WVALS was 
held Thursday, October 10, 2002 at Jimmy 
Columbo’s Restaurant in Parkersburg, WV. In 
attendance were: Nelson Douglass, Ed 
Huffman, E.J. McHenry, Jeffery Mehl, Josh 
Moody, Tim Roush, Scott Stewart and Bob 
Vernon. A quorum was established. 
          In addition to enjoying a good meal, an 
informal discussion of professional ethics was 
held. A few scenarios from Knud Hermansen’s 
“Surveying Ethics” were presented and 
d iscussed .  A  ques t ion  rega rd ing 
monumentation standards for marking lines 
was also raised. 
          Huffman initiated a practical discussion 
of the benefits and pitfalls of using survey-
grade DGPS for boundary work.  
          Roush presented his entry into the “Bad 
Plat” contest. It was a hand-drawn plat of 
record in Doddridge County, WV (DB 213, PG 
385) showing a subdivision of the Cumpston 
farm without the benefit of bearing or distance - 
but with acreage to the 1/10th acre. The plat 
did, however, sport “Ed’s House”, the “Fox 
Hunter Shanty” and the “Goat Barn” among 
other renowned landmarks. If you have any 
particularly egregious examples of plats or 
descriptions you can enter them also! 

Southern Chapter continued 
Carlson Software’s ServCADD computer 
program, Ethics and Minimum Standards, 
Hydrology (Design and Calculations), 
Tunneling and in November we will be giving 
a GPS demonstration using the new Trimble 
5800 Dual Frequency RTK System, a NGS/
OPUS discussion/demonstration and Laser 
discussion/demonstration in conjunction with 
Trimble©s RTK System.   
           We encourage all professional surveyors 
in the Raleigh and surrounding counties area to 
become involved in the Southern Chapter. 
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